W.P.No0.33686 of 2024

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 12.12.2024
CORAM :

THE HON'BLE MR.K.R.SHRIRAM, CHIEF JUSTICE
AND
THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE SENTHILKUMAR RAMAMOORTHY

W.P.No0.33686 of 2024
and W.M.P.No.36471 of 2024

Appolo James .. Petitioner
Vs

1.The Commissioner,
Prohibition and Excise,
Ezhilagam, Chennai.

2.The District Collector,
O/o. The District Collector of Chennai,
Chennai.

3.TASMAC Limited,
rep. by its Managing Director,
CMDA Tower —1II, IV Floor,
Gandhi Irwin Bridge Road,
Egmore, Chennai-600 008.

4.The Regional Manager,
TASMAC Limited,

735, IV Floor, L.L.A. Building,
Anna Salai, Chennai-600 002.
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5.The District Manager,
TASMAC Limited,
Thiruvallur East,
Thirumazhisai Unit,
Sembarabakkam,
Chennai-600 123. .. Respondents

Prayer : Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India seeking
issuance of a writ of mandamus directing the respondents to not to open the
TASMAC wine shop in the proposed location at S.No.123/3, Mettukuppam
Main Road, Maduravoyil, Chennai-600 095 based upon the representation
of the petitioner dated 17.10.2024.

For Petitioner : Mr.Avinash Wadhwani
for Mr.M.Manimaran

For Respondents : Mr.A.Edwin Prabakar
State Government Pleader
assisted by
Mr.M.Habeeb Rahman
Government Advocate
for respondent No.2

: Mr.K.Balakrishnan
Standing Counsel
for respondents 1, 3 to 5

ORDER
(Order of the Court was made by the Hon'ble Chief Justice)

Counsel for petitioner states that, after this court passed its order on

5.12.2024, the District Collector has passed an order on 11.12.2024
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rejecting the proposal of the TASMAC to set up a retail outlet. The

operative part of the order of the District Collector reads as under:

“The District Manager, TASMAC Ltd, Tiruvallur (East) District vide
letter 7™ read above reported that around 59 petitions have been
received through the Chief Ministers special cell and 3 through letter
raising objections to the opening of the Liquor Shop at the above
address.

The District Manager, TASMAC Ltd, Tiruvallur (East) District further
reported that Public has been continuously raising objections for the
opening of the liquor shop at the above address, since if permission is
granted to open the liquor shop the public will raise continuous
objections.

The Taluk Excise Officer, Maduravoyal Taluk, vide letter 8" read
above has reported to reject the proposal of shifting of shop to the
aforesaid premises based on the objections received from the Public.

Hence based on the report received from the District Manager,
TASMAC Ltd, Tiruvallur (East) District, Taluk Excise officer,
Maduravoyal Taluk and considering the public interest, the proposal
for shifting the TASMAC Shop No0.9036 in Survey No. 123/3, Door
No.442, Mettukuppam main Road, Maduravoyal, Chennai-95 is
rejected.

The District Manager, TASMAC Ltd, Tiruvallur (East) District is
further directed to find an alternate location to relocate the TASMAC
Shop No0.9036 and send a fresh proposal.”

2. Counsel for petitioner states the petition has worked itself out and

nothing remains.

3. Shri Prabakar states that pursuant to the observations made by this

court on 5.12.2024 in this petition, a government order in the form of a
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letter dated 11.12.2024 addressed to all the District Collectors has been
issued by the Chief Secretary to Government. For ease of reference, the said

letter is scanned and reproduced below:

Hams, Prohifta and
Exelza (V) Departicoent,
Zacmatarlal, Shennai-600 Q09

Lattar Mo, 2A0SEH, PEE VIEZRH202d-1. Dlated: 112 2624

Fram
Thiru MAdvrugEaerdam, 155
Chief Sewmodary o Gowarnmant

i Ta
=00 Al e Dhistrezt Cnlbachors (woe

=T 8 Macdar,

St anie, Prahibdion and sxcise Doparmenl  TARMAL - W F b 2EEE of
2024 Sreed by Thind. Sppals damas, Ghenna Bedars e Hoovaks High Souid
of Manres - inbedm Drdar gessed by o the  Bon'ble s Gl duled
I 12 PRF4 — Conmunisebed B nec2aaeary acton - Reg

Bel; 1 Cihind Hrcrrsany fin Govamimant oL Lebar B,
1157EREEI20RY | daked 26,71 2024:
- Irftenir Dpder of 1he Hen'ala I0s0n Bensi of the High oo af
Rladwss, debad 05 722000 paased In WP Me 35639 of 2024 "Fedd
by Trla Apaclo Jarpes

Lam diresas O Ywvas waw s allention o the o0 aiber In 1Fe elaiarose Tesl ciled,
whanaln sedafed sinclioe with oas on beow asoect: weaie Beued Toe affeclive and
ety depursal al e grievance peliliues pesenied 12 Govermment Officee thoagh
anline arvl ol e rpade:-

I. A0 acknewBooamant ahoald go enedialey ead &1 the Sicer within
three days of D rzceipl of grsvencs petions.

il. Trienanse sl wood be edizssed within. 2 pagionom pesicd of cne
macrth o ils meosial ard & should be wilk-a speai g arder i be eneepyl of
aradressalar meclice jf furd necessany

i Iha: ellzars  approacher]  the Cowemmerns depanments  wilth  daar
qrisance - peflong . glaciid be bfomae ol Ha progoéss of Tie @ Bar
Aedarce

i I smgme, Do S0re rasEal, 'HJGL;DI'IE] T b= @oumsd [O7 GE AnalzZeskn, 1ha
persan, wio hay given griewance pelilion, shaguld Be e faisned i weidbles of
the exdenced porenl of Fme foo ks iralzadiae

L5} In zass d s Anund oot foasikle io acoede 1o b 0 b recaesl, o ceasoned
reily Ay ba lased na jbe agoricued cibren wiEnin s siondabad e i
ul e monlh.

3
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4. It is clarified, and Shri Prabakar confirms, that it has been so
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understood that though the order was passed in the matter relating to a
representation to the Collector to consider objections regarding the setting
up of a TASMAC retail outlet, the instructions given in the first paragraph of
the said letter apply to all representations, not just restricted to issues

pertaining to TASMAC.

5. A copy of this order shall also be circulated to all the District

Collectors.

Petition is disposed of accordingly. There shall be no order as to

costs. Consequently, interim application stands closed.

(K.R.SHRIRAM, C.J.) (SENTHILKUMAR RAMAMOORTHY,J.)
12.12.2024
Index : Yes/No
NC : Yes/No
sasi
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To:

W.P.No0.33686 of 2024

1.The Chief Secretary to Government

State of Tamil Nadu
Fort St. George, Chennai —9.

2. The Commissioner,
Prohibition and Excise,

Ezhilagam, Chennai.

3.The District Collector,

O/o. The District Collector of Chennai,

Chennai.

4.The Managing Director,
TASMAC Limited,
CMDA Tower —1II, IV Floor,
Gandhi Irwin Bridge Road,
Egmore, Chennai-600 008.

5.The Regional Manager,
TASMAC Limited,
735, IV Floor, L.L.A. Building,
Anna Salai,
Chennai-600 002.

6.The District Manager,
TASMAC Limited,
Thiruvallur East,
Thirumazhisai Unit,
Sembarabakkam,
Chennai-600 123.
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THE HON'BLE CHIEF JUSTICE
AND

SENTHILKUMAR RAMAMOORTHY J.

(sasi)

W.P.N0.33686 of 2024

12.12.2024
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