W.P.No.15959 of 2021

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED : 25.10.2024

CORAM :

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE C.SARAVANAN

W.P.No.15959 of 2021

Federation of Associations of Private Schools

in Tamil Nadu (FAPSIT),
A Society registered under the

Societies Registration Act to

bear Registration No.108 of 2010,

Represented by its Secretary

D.C.Elangovan,
Having Office at N0.49/14D,
Dr.Narasimhan Road, North Boag Road,
T.Nagar, Chennai — 600 017. ... Petitioner

Vs.
Government of Tamil Nadu,
Represented by its Principal Secretary to Government,

Municipal Administration Department,
Fort St.George, Chennai — 600 009. ... Respondent

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, for
issuance of a Writ of Mandamus, to direct the respondent to consider the
representation of the petitioner dated 31.05.2021 and thus, consider directing

various Municipalities and Panchayats in the State of Tamil Nadu to grant
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remission/waiver of the payment of Property Tax payable by Members of
Petitioner's Association Schools situate within their jurisdiction for the years

2020 and 2021.

For Petitioner : Mr.V.G.Suresh Kumar
For Respondent : No appearance
ORDER

This Writ Petition is of the year 2021.

2. The petitioner has filed this Writ Petition for a Mandamus, to direct the
respondent to consider the representation of the petitioner dated 31.05.2021 and
thus, consider directing various Municipalities and Panchayats in the State of
Tamil Nadu to grant remission/waiver of the payment of Property Tax payable
by Members of Petitioner's Association Schools situate within their jurisdiction

for the years 2020 and 2021.

3. The petitioner Society is a registered Society under the Tamil Nadu

Societies Registration Act, 1975 (Tamil Nadu Act 27 of 1975).
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4. The prayer of the petitioner appears to be for remission/waiver of
property tax under the provisions of the various enactments applicable to local
bodies on account of the closure of the Schools during the period when the
Country was under continuous and intermittent lockdown due to outbreak of

Covid-19 pandemic.

5. Writ Petitions with similar prayers were entertained and disposed by
directing the authorities to consider the request/representation of the petitioners

for remission.

6. I therefore find no reasons to take a different view in this Writ Petition.

7. Accordingly, there shall be a direction to the respondent to consider the
representation dated 31.05.2021 of the petitioner and pass appropriate orders
strictly in accordance with the provisions of the applicable Acts within a period

of six (6) months from the date of receipt of a copy of this order.

8. Needless to state, before passing such orders, the petitioner may be
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given an intimation and shall be heard.

9. This Writ Petition stands disposed of with the above observations. No

costs.

25.10.2024
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Speaking Order/Non-Speaking Order
Neutral Citation : Yes/No

arb

To

The Principal Secretary to Government,
Government of Tamil Nadu,

Municipal Administration Department,
Fort St.George, Chennai — 600 009.

C.SARAVANAN, J.
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