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Sumedh

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY

CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

WRIT PETITION NO. 13097 OF 2024

Ajit Ranade …Petitioner

Versus

Gokhale  Institute  of  Politics  and  Economics  &

Ors

...Respondents

Mr Mihir Desai, Senior Advocate, with Saba Shaikh, Vivek V 

Salunke, Anuj T Wani, for the Petitioner.

Mr Bhupesh V Samant, Addl GP with Ms Rupali Shinde, AGP, for 

Respondent No. 3-State.

Mr Pandit Kasar, for Respondent No. 2.

CORAM: M.S. Sonak &

Kamal Khata, JJ

DATED: 18th September 2024

PC:-

1. Heard  Mr  Mihir  Desai,  learned  senior  Advocate  for  the

Petitioner, Mr Samant for the State and Mr Kasar for Respondent

No. 2.
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2. This  matter  was  mentioned  today  morning  for  urgent

circulation because the regular bench was not available and this

was the alternate bench.

3. The  challenge  in  this  Petition  is  to  the  order  dated  14

September 2024 by which the Petitioner has been removed as the

Vice Chancellor of Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics (a

deemed University).

4. The  Chancellor  of  the  University  by  an  email  dated  14

September  2024  has  agreed  to  the  Petitioner’s  request  for

extension that is continuance as Vice Chancellor during the close

of working hours on Saturday, 21 September 2024. This email is at

Exhibit ‘M’ (page 87) of the paper book.

5. Mr Desai learned senior Advocate for the Petitioner submits

that during this extended period, the Petitioner has instituted the

present Petition. Since the regular bench would not be available till

Monday, 22 September 2024, we post this matter on 23 September

2024. The impugned order should not be given effect for at least

an additional day, that is up to the close of working hours on 23

September 2024 so that the Petitioner has an opportunity to argue

the matter  before  the  regular  bench on the  said date  and seek

interim reliefs. We direct accordingly.

6. If at all the Respondents wish to file any reply they should

file and serve such reply by 21 September 2024.
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7. List the matter before the appropriate regular bench on 23

September 2024.

8. All concerned to act on authenticated copy of this order.

(Kamal Khata, J)   (M.S. Sonak, J) 
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