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1. The petitioner contends that a co-accused person standing on

similar footing was granted bail on July 25, 2024. Learned
counsel also argues infraction of Rule 14 of the NDPS Rules, 2022

as well as that the petitioner is already in custody for 261 days.

2. Learned counsel for the State seriously opposes the prayer for bail

and argues that the bar under Section 37 of the NDPS Act is

applicable in the present circumstances. The recovery was made



in respect of not only above commercial quantity of cough syrup
but also brown sugar and, as such, the gravity of the offence, it is
argued, is serious.

Upon a careful consideration of the order dated July 25, 2024
granting bail to the co-accused person, we cannot make out any
gross difference between the standing of the petitioner and the
said co-accused vis-a-vis the alleged offence. In the said order as
well, the infraction of Rule 14 of the NDPS Rules, 2022 was
upheld prima facie for the purpose of bail. Moreover, since the two
co-accused stand on roughly similar footing, there is no reason as
to why on the ground of parity bail ought not to be granted to the
petitioner, particularly keeping also in view the period of custody
already undergone by the petitioner.

Accordingly, CRM (NDPS) 344 of 2024 is allowed, thereby granting
bail to the petitioner on condition that the petitioner shall furnish
a bond of Rs.10,000/-, with two sureties of like amount each, one
of whom must be local, to the satisfaction of the learned Special
Court (NDPS Act)-cum-Additional Session Judge, First Court,
Jalpaiguri.

The petitioner shall not leave the territorial jurisdiction of the trial
court during the entire period of trial and shall attend each and
every date of trial.

Further, the petitioner shall not, directly or indirectly, make any
inducement, threat or promise to any person acquainted with the

facts and circumstances of the case so as to dissuade such person



from disclosing such facts to any police officer or the court and/or

tamper with the evidence in any manner whatsoever.
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