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The grievance of the petitioner is that the 

Panchayat has taken physical possession of his private 

land for construction of a water reservoir but process of 

acquisition has not yet been finally concluded. No 

compensation on the ground of acquisition of the land 

has been awarded. 

None represents the Pradhan of the Gram 

Panchayat. Some of the Gram Panchayat members who 

have been impleaded in the writ petition submits that 

the Pradhan does not have any objection to acquire the 

land of the petitioner. 

Learned advocate representing the State 

respondents does not have any instruction in the 

matter. 

The Court is of the opinion that till the land is 

formally acquired, the petitioner will not have a right to 

receive compensation.  Though the petitioner submits 

that physical possession of the land has been taken by 

the Panchayat, but there is no document in support of 
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such statement. It appears that there are divergent 

views of the members of the Gram Panchayat for which 

the land could not be formally acquired. Till the land is 

formally acquired and compensation on account of the 

same is paid, it will be open for the petitioner to use the 

land for his personal benefit. 

If the petitioner intends to raise any grievance, 

then a formal objection giving details may be filed 

before the Assistant Engineer of the Public Health and 

Engineering Directorate, Cooch Behar. Neither the 

Pradhan nor the members of the Gram Panchayat will 

object the petitioner from enjoying his own land for his 

personal use.    

The writ petition stands disposed of.         

Urgent certified photocopy of this order, if applied 

for, be supplied to the parties expeditiously on 

compliance of usual legal formalities.  

 

 ( Amrita Sinha, J.) 


