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1. Petitioners are the sister-in-law and mother-in-law respectively of the 

victim lady. They are in custody for 592 days. It is contended they did 

not play any role in the murder of the housewife. Petitioner no. 1 has 

two minor children and there is no one to take care of them. 

Accordingly, they pray for bail.  

2. Learned public prosecutor opposes the bail prayer. He contends the 

petitioner and the other in-laws demanded dowry. Dowry was not 

paid. Thereafter the housewife was strangulated at the matrimonial 

home. Petitioner and the in-laws were present at the time of 

occurrence. Trial has considerably progressed and petitioners were 

identified by witnesses during trial.  

3. Learned counsel for the de facto complainant also opposes the bail 

prayer.   

4. We have considered the materials on record. The victim housewife 

had been strangulated at the matrimonial home. Petitioners being 

the mother-in-law and sister-in-law were present at the place of 
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occurrence. It was within their special knowledge how the victim was 

murdered. Trial has considerably progressed and the Public 

Prosecutor assures this Court that the trial shall be concluded within 

six months from the next date fixed for recording evidence subject to 

co-operation from the defence.   

5. Under such circumstances, we are not inclined to grant bail to the 

petitioners at present. We request the Judge-in-Charge to record the 

prosecution evidence in accordance with law and parties shall co-

operate with the trial court in that regard. 

6. The application for bail is, thus, rejected.  
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