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AT CHANDIGARH

CWP-27134-2023
Date of Decision: 04.12.2023

Gurbachan Singh and others ... Petitioners

Versus
State of Punjab and others ... Respondents

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE RAJESH BHARDWAJ

Present: Mr. Vikram Singh, Advocate, for the petitioners.

Rajesh Bhardwaj, J. (ORAL)

Prayer in the present petition is for setting aside the order dated
16.10.2023 (Annexure P-1) issued by respondent No.4 and order dated
16.10.2023 (Annexure P-2) issued by respondent No.5 vide which the Bank
Accounts of the Gram Panchayat have been ordered to be frozen on the basis of
the telephonic instructions in the absence of any statutory provision permitting

the freezing of Bank Accounts of Gram Panchayat.

Learned counsel for the petitioner has submitted that the impugned
order has been passed by the BDPO in totally un-precedental manner as the
action has been taken by the State on the basis of telephonic instructions
received from Minister. He has submitted that as the action has not been taken
in accordance with the statutory provisions, the same deserves to be set aside.

Notice of motion.

Ms. Akshita Chauhan, Deputy Advocate General, Punjab, accepts
notice on behalf of the respondent-State. Ms. Navdeep Kaur, DDPO, Ludhiana
is present in Court and has submitted before this Court that embezzlement of
Rs.1.21 Crore is involved for which enquiry is going on. She has also apprised
that notices were also issued to the violators, but neither any reply has been

filed to the same nor any violator has appeared before the authorities and thus,
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necessary action has been taken.

Learned State counsel has submitted that the petition is not even
maintainable as the petitioner has the remedy to assail the impugned order
before the Director, Rural Development & Panchayats Officer in accordance
with law.

After hearing learned counsel for the parties, the present petition is
disposed of with liberty to the petitioner to avail his remedy before the
authorities concerned. If the petitioner files any such application/petition before
the authorities concerned, the same would be decided by passing a speaking

order expeditiously.

(RAJESH BHARDWA)
04.12.2023 JUDGE
sharmila Whether Speaking/Reasoned : Yes/No

Whether Reportable : Yes/No
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