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�25.  The  requirement  of  reasons  in  support  of  the  award

under     Section 31(3)  �  is  not  an empty formality.  It  guarantees  

fair  and  legitimate  consideration  of  the  controversy  by  the

arbitral  tribunal.  It  is  true  that  arbitral  tribunal  is  not

expected to write judgment like a court nor it is expected to

give elaborate and detailed reasons in support of its finding/s

but mere noticing the submissions of the parties or reference

to documents is  no substitute for reasons which the arbitral

tribunal  is  obliged  to  give.  Howsoever  brief  these  may  be,

reasons must be indicated in the award as that would reflect

thought process leading to a particular conclusion. To satisfy

the requirement of   Section 31(3)  , the reasons must be stated by  

the arbitral tribunal upon which the award is based; want of

reasons would make such award legally flawed. In what we

have discussed above, it cannot be said that High Court was

wrong in observing that no reasons have been assigned by the

arbitral  tribunal  as  to  whether  the  period  of  completion

extended by the employer for 18  months was due to reasons

not  attributable  to  the  claimant.  However,  in  our  view,  the

High  Court  ought  to  have  given  the  arbitral  tribunal  an

opportunity to give reasons.”

[Emphasis supplied]
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