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;����More so, it is also settled legal proposition that Article 14 does not envisage

for  negative  equality.  In  case  a  wrong  benefit  has  been  conferred  upon  someone

inadvertently or otherwise it may not be a ground to grant similar relief to others. This

Court  in Basawaraj  & Anr.  v.  The  Spl.  Land  Acquisition  Officer,  AIR 2014 SC 746

considered this issue and held as under:

"It is a settled legal proposition that Article 14 of the Constitution is not meant to

perpetuate  illegality  or  fraud,  even  by  extending  the  wrong decisions  made  in  other

cases.  The said provision does not envisage negative equality but has only a positive

aspect.  Thus,  if  some other similarly situated persons have been granted some relief/

benefit  inadvertently or by mistake, such an order does not confer any legal right on

others to get the same relief as well. If a wrong is committed in an earlier case, it cannot

be perpetuated. Equality is a trite, which cannot be claimed in illegality and therefore,

cannot  be  enforced  by  a  citizen  or  court  in  a  negative  manner.  If  an  illegality  and

irregularity has been committed in favour of an individual or a group of individuals or a
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wrong order has been passed by a Judicial forum, others cannot invoke the jurisdiction

of the higher or superior court for repeating or multiplying the same irregularity  or

illegality or for passing a similarly wrong order. A wrong order/decision in favour of any

particular party does not entitle any other party to claim benefits on the basis of the

wrong decision. Even otherwise, Article 14 cannot be stretched too far for otherwise it

would make functioning of administration impossible.”
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