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HIGH COURT FOR THE STATE OF TELANGANA AT HYDERABAD
{Special Original Jurisdiction)

FRIDAY, THE TWENTY NINTH D&Y OF DECEMBER
TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY THEEE

PRESENT
THE HONOURABLE SRI JUSTICE ANIL KUMAR JUKANTI

WRIT PETITION NO: 29090 OF 2018

Betweon:

Rovelli Ramana Chary, S/o Lingaiah £ No. 02765630, Aged sbout 38 years,
Qco Coal Cutter, RE-B  Incline. Srrampur Ared, Singareni Collieres  Company

Limiteed, Rifo 581-2. Indarany, Jaipur, Aditabad District..

...PETITIDNER
AND

1. The Chairmman and Managing Drector, Singareni Caolligries Company Limiled,
Singareni Bhavan, Read Hils, Hydenabad, |

2. The Dhrector (PA and W), the Singareni Colienes Company Limited (5CCLY,
Fothagudern, Kammam District

4, The Genoral Manager (Personnzl), Welfare and CER, the Singareni Gollignegs
Company Limited {SCCL), Welfare Wing, Corporate Personnel Dopartmeant,
Singareni Bhavan, Hyderabad,

4, The Corporate Medical Board, Rep., by its Chiet Medical Officer. he
Singarerni  Collieries Company  Limiled  (SCCL)E  Kothaguem, Bhsadadn

Kaothagudem District,

.RESPOMNDENTS

Petition under Aricle 226 of the Constilution of India praying that in the
circumstances stated 1o the affidavit filed therewith:, the High Court may be
oleased to ssun a writ, order o direction and more particularly one in the naturs of
wit of Mandamus declaring that the acts, deeds and things of lhe Respondants in
not referring the Petifioner 1o the 4ih Respondant for Medical Examination is

llegal, arbitrary and viclative of rights guaranlesd by the Constitulion of India,



=

againsi o the Mines Act 1952 and s Rules 1855 and National Coal Wages

Agraement [MCWA)

IA NO: 1 OF 20118

Pelition under Section 1571 CPC praying that in the circumslances siated in
the aftidavit filed in support of the petition, the High Court may be ploasad to diveat
the Respondenls 1o conduct Medical Examination on the Pebtioner, panding

disposal ol he omit petition in he interest of justice.

1A NG: 1 OF 2020

Petition under Section 151 CPC praying that in the circumstances stated in
the aflicavit hled in support of Ihe patition, the High Courl may be pleased to direc)
the Registry of this Honble Cour to post W.P. Mo, 28000 of 2018, as the same is
coverad in terms of the erder passed hy this Honble Court in WP, Na, 15025 of

2020, dated 5.9.2020, in the interest of justice.

Counsel for the Petitioner: SR1. CH VENKAT RAMAN

Counsel for the Respondents: P SRI HARSHA REDDY (SC FOR SINGARENI
COLLIERIES CO.LTD)

The Court made the following: ORDER



THE HON'ELE SHRI JUSTICE ANIL KUMAR JUKANTI

ORDER:

Mr. (Ch. Venkat Baman, learned counsel for the

petitioner,

Mr. P Harsha Reddy, learned Standing Counsel

for the respondents,

2 This writ peution is filed seeking the tollowing

relief:

"to issue & writ eorder or dircction and  more
particulasly ooe e the nature of Writ of Mancamus
decliring that the acts deeds and things of the
Respondenis in nor referring the Petitioner to the 44
Respondent for Medical  Examinabon s aliegal,
arhitrary and wolatve ol righls puaraniesd by The
Constitucion of Tndia against o the Mines Act, 1952
ard  its Rules, 1955 and Natwmal Coal Wages
Agreemeant (NCWA| and 1o pass such other order ar
orders tnay deem it and proper in the groumstances

of the case©

=3 Learned counsel appearing on behalf of  the
respondents submitted that the subject mafter/issue

mvolved o the present writ petition s identical to the



To,

L
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25
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R
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sithject matter/fissue in W.P.No.40351 of 2018 &%
batch, that by commen order dated 19.12,2023, 1his

Court disposed of the writ petition.

4. For reasons alike, as stated in the common order,
dated 19,12 2023, in W.P.No.40351 of 2018 & batch
and in terms thereof, this Writ Petition is aceordingly

disposed of. No order as 1o costs,

Pending miscollaneous petitions, 1f any, in ths

Writ Petitton shall stand closed.

SDH-V.KAVITHA
; ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
IITRUE COPY/ %E

SEGTION OFFICER

The Chairman and Managing Direclor, Singareni Collienes Company Limited,
Singareni Bhavan, Read Hils, Hyderabad At Telangana,

The Directar (PA and W), the Singdreni Collienes Company Limited (SCCL),
Kolhmgudeam, Kammam District. At Telangana,

The General Manage: (Personnel ), Weifare and CER, the Singareni Collieries
Company Limitecd [EF 1), Welfare Wing, Corporale Personngl Depanment,
Singaren Bhavan, Hydrrabad. At Telangana,

The Corporate Medhcal Boarg, Rep., by its Chiet Medical Qllicer, The
Singaren: Collieres Company Limited (SCCL). Kothaguem, Bhadadn
Kothagudem District, At Talangana.

One GG to SR CH VENKAT RAMAN Advecate [OPUCH

One'CC to SRI. P SRI HARSHA REDDY {SC FOR SINGAREN| COLLIERIES
COLTD) Advocate |OPUCH

Tw S0 Copics
Cine Spare Copy.

Anncx Copy of Comman Order, Dated 19-12-2023, WP 40251 ot 2018 and
batzh ).



HIGH COURT

DATED: 20/12/2023

ORDER

WP.No.29090 of 2018

DISPOSING OF THE WRIT PETITION

WITHOUT COSTS

19 00T 2008




THE HON'BLE SHRI JUSTICE ANIL KUMAR JUEKANTI

WRIT PETITION Nos. 40351, 40801, 40830, 40868, 40873,
41247, 42132, 42435, 42684, 42728, 42769, 42770, 42776,
43777, 42785, 42808, 42860, 43127, 43146, 43240, 43333,
43336, 43363, 43434, 44020, 44022, 44568, 46595, 46680,
46773, 46805, 46826, 46066, 47468, 47498, 47568, 47574,
47650, 47682, 47691, 47857, 47868, 48009, 40689, 46647
and 39908 of 2018

COMMON ORDER:

[11 this batch of wrl pellions the issue i commeon,
heree are being disposed of by a common order.  [Facts in
writ pelition No 45351 of 2018 are being vonsidered, Prayer
in 10351 of 2018 is as follows:

"o (Ss0E Werit or director gore sorticularly one
in the noture more porticelarly of wet of Mandamus
declaring the aclion of the respondents in issung the
circular vide reference No CRP/PERFIRSC/OR1 /1622,
dated 17, 10,2011 in restricting the age of the petilionet
to refer to the 4% respondent Medwal Boord as dlegoal
arbitrery and consequently direct the respondents 1o
refer the petitioner to the 4 respondent Medical Board
crreel. déclared as unfit for the senitice of the respondeht
corpary as por Mmes Ao, 1952 ana its rules 1855
und pass such other order or orders may deem fit and
proper in the cireumstances of the case.”

¥ Mr. Ch.Venlkat Eaman, learned counsel for the
petitioner, and Mr. [.5ri Harsha Reddy, learmed Standing

counscl for the Singareni Collieries Company  Limited

fhercinalter referred to as ‘SCCLY for respondents.



Iz

3. Brict facts:

Petitioners are all employees in Singaveni Collieres
they were being treated in different hospitals [includimmg area
hospital at Karimnagar District) for various allments such as
cardiac problems, eve problems and other health related
issucs, Certain guidelines were issucd by the Singareni
Collieries  Company  Limited [SCCL}  wde  Circular
No CRP/PERJIR/C/OBL /1622, dated 17, 10.2011 regarding
medical examinarion of the employces by the Corporate
Medical Board., The main  issue, which anses for
consideration, is with respect to Clause | of Circular, dated
17.10.2011, which is as follows:

“the applications of the emplogess whe are
having less than 2 years of left over servios as on

date of pulting up the wpplication shall not e
Jorwrded by the Mine/ Department itself”

J.1. In this batch, pefifioners arc aggricvid bw Clause | of
Circular, dated 17.10.2011 imposing a condition 1
restricting such of those emplovees having less than 2 years
of lefl over service being referred Lo Corporate Medical Board

as on date of pulling up application, It s the grevance of



petittoners  that this condition is  illegal, arbitrary and
consequently be directed to be referred to Corporate Medical

Board,

3.2, lg all these wril petitions, interim directions were
iszued. One such interim direction in 1LANe.O1 of 2018 in
W.H No.47846 of 2018 iz as follows:
“Primea facte, dlause (1) of the Cicular dated
PFI0201T issued by the Singaremt Colhernes
Company Limited [(SCCLy refusing to fortverd
applications of employees who hawve less fhan o
(20 years of left over service fo fthe Corperale
Medical  Board  uviclates  Arficle 20 of the
Cloers i -::l_,r"I.r:.'_Tf.!E.!
Therefore, the said Crewlar W thar extent

sheadl stand suspended,
There shall be mtenm direction as pragead for ™

3 4. Pursuant lo interim dircclions, writ petitioners were
subijected to medical examination and proceedings were
issued by the Corporate Medical Board, that after medical

exarnination, benefits due, to the petitioners were paid,

3.4, It is trite to take note of the fact that a circular dated
21.01.2019 was issued wvide No.CRP/PER/IR/C/081/139,
deleting Clause I ol the earlier Circular, dated 17102011
In Circular dated 21.01.20149, it was stated that employeces

whio completed 58 years of age and found medically unfit




were  entitled lor benelitls] as  per their  clhigibility i
accordance with the Office Memorandum dated 170532013,
vicle No.CRF/PER/IR/C/0O81,/1102. Challenge in sl these

wril petitions is to Clause | of Circular, dated 17.10.2011.

4.  Learned counsels made submissions as per the

averments in affidavil of W.P. No. 40351 of 2018

S Learned coitisel for the petifioners has submitted thiar
all the petitoners are employees of Singureni Collieries
Limited and are agerieved by the restriction imposcd vide
circalar dated 17.100.2011 and such restriction is illesal and
arbitrary. The learned counsel rehed on o judgment n
W.AN, 1080 of 2017 and batch, dated 06092017 and
contended that the facts in the said casels) are similar 1o the
facts in the instant case and submitied thar similar
directions be issued.  Learncd counsel further relied on
judgment in W.ANo 477 of 2013 lor the proposition that the
petlitioners be referred fo the Medical Board as directed by
the Hon'ble Court in WA No.A77 of 2013, Relianoe is also
placed on the order of a learned Single Judge in

W.IP No. 29477 of 2023 for the proposition that petitioners be



g |

examined by the Appellate Medical Board, IU was lurther
econteriied that SCCL has medical records of all the
petitioners, hence, no physical cxamination is required. It is
submitted thal SCCL can alwavs cxamine the records and
arrive at the conclusion whether the petitioncrs arc medically
fit or not, It i3 further contended that law is dynamic in
nature arnd has to suit evolving needs and requirements of
the socicty and thar in the present case lacts need w be

propetly appreciated and relief be granted as prayed for,

5.1, It is subrmitted by learned counse] that petitioners were
suffering with various ailments such as Cardiac and orher
problems, for past few years, were bomg trealed in vanous
hospitals, mcluding area hospital, Kanmnagar, IL is
submitted that they made applications to refer their cascs o
the Corporale Medical Board, to avail voluntary retirement as
per Circular issued in year 2016, It is contended that after
issuance of Circular dated 17.10.2011, making applications
for voluntary rerirement was declared as illegal. It 1s furlher

submitted that the respondents have knowledge aboul the



health issues/prablems of the petilioners and were not

referning their cases to Medical Boand.

5.2, It iz zubmitted that Circular -Eiauﬁﬂ' 142011 s
against Mines Act, 1932 and Mines Rules, 1455, and rthar
imposing conditions restricting [or referring the cases to
Medical Board is bad in law and that the right of employee Lo
be examined by the Medical Board is taken away by the
Circular. It 15 submitted that Mines Act is a welfare Act and
the same has not been approciated by the SCCL before

issuance of the Circular.

.  Learned Standing Counsel flor the respondents
supparted the circular issued by SCCL. 1L is submitted that
pursuani to interim directions, Medical FExamination was
conducted for all the employess and appropriate proceedings
were issued by Corporate Medical Board. It 15 [urther
submitted that subsequent fo interim directions, another
Circular WS issed by the SCCL vicle:
No.CRP/PER/IR/C /081 /139, dated 21.01.2019, deleting
Clause I of the earlier Circular and that employees, who were

medically unfit were entifled for benefits as per eligihility



prescribed I Olfice Memorandum
Mo ORP/PER/ IR 11052, dared 17.05.2013, IL 15 also
subrmilted Lhal in view o the subsequent developments and
withdrawal ol Clausce I of circular, dated 17.10.2011. no
cause survives for admdication and hence, all these writ

petitions are liable o be disnuiszed.

f.1. It iz farther contended by learned counscl for
respondents that in similar matters, this Cowrt passed final
orders in a number ol wreit petitincns and same orders be
passed. IUis conlended that any deviation from such carlier
orders have Lo be based on demonstration of new sel ol fnels
and circumstances, which are nol lortheoming o Lhis bateh
of writ petittons. Hencg, the contentien of the petitioners

connsel is not tenable as no new grounds have been put

forth.

B Heard learned counsels, perused the record, Circulars
issucd and orders passed by learmed Single Judge mn

W.ER N4 1016 of 2018 and hateh.
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5. It is pertinent to note that relisnce placed by learned
counsel lor petitioners on the order of the Division liench in
Writ Appeal Ne 1080 of 2017, dated 05.09.2017 is
misconceived. The Division Bench was dealing willt an issue
with regards io the certificates ol fitneas issued by the
octors of 3CCL and that such corlificares were biased and
that an opporlunity muast be given to the employees 1o
underge medical examination cven though not entitled to
such re-examination under Rule 29-1 of the Mincs Rules,
1955. This order does not come o the rescue ol the writ

pelilloners,

8.1. Reliance placed on the order(s) in Writ Appeal No.477
of 2013, dated 17.00.2013 and W.P.No.2U47/ of 2023 arc
misconceived. As the facts in (hie said cases are nol similar

to the facts in the instanl case and hence not applicable.

= In this batch ol writ petitions, the issue is sitilar to the
imsue considered in W.P.No. 41016 of 2018 and batch and a
leamed Sinele Judge of this Court passed orders on
04.02.2020, this Court is not inclined to take a different

view. The leamed SBingle Judge passed the followang order;



g While so. Corealur  No CRPYPPERARACOX A dated
AP OENEET e 1ssped deterin ofaiise 0 o The Oeeritine, clerdesd
P70 20 I the yodd cfecutar, i U5 alse siated that the eniployees
wihe have cemplelod 38 veavs of ago gid wing ave found lo e
meelically wnfit ave graled G the benefic as pev their efigitiline in
gecoridanee Wil e Mewewrcinclum
No CRP/APERARACOE I TIO2, dated T703. 2003, A veguest hat o
be made fv oall those emplavess o subjeet Swem for medical

EXARTENCRTTER

3 Iy oview of e sebseguent develapments, wiidraowing oidise (i
of the Circular doted (7002001, the grayer songht in the writ
petitions is aleeadv gransed by e vespondent - company,

& FLearned counse! for e petitionery subnels that puersaand to the
intering prders, @l the petiiners were silieciod o medical
cagminadien and i owew Hereod He oouse e the weill pelinons

docy mod survive for adisdicaion.
7. Recording he said submisslon, the Welt Fedions are dissssed,

There shall be no order as o coxly, Pending Mieellaneons

Petetipny, IF gy, shadl st clowed ™
10. It is agreed by the learned counsels appeuring on
behialf of petitioniers and respondent organisation that, il any
of the petitioners in the batch of writ petitions were not
subjected to medical examination, such of those petitioners
rescrve the right Lo approach the proper Court/Forum 1o
scek directions and liberty is granted to such of those
petitivners. In view of the stalement made before this Court
by the counsels, order(s) passed in W.P.No41016 of 2018

and batch are modified to the extent of granting liberty to



i1l

only such of thoss petitioners, who were not subiccted Lo
medical examination to take recourse as per liberty granted.
Far all other petitioners in this batch of writ petitions, the
aorder{s} dated 04.02.2020 passed by the learned Single
Judge in W.P.No. 41016 of 2018 and bhatch, is applicable, as
the facts are similar o the present batch of writ petitions,
This Court is not inclined to differ from the view taken as in
the order in W.P.No410l6e of 2018 and batch, dated

04 02, 2020.

11. With the aforesaid observations, the Writ Petitions are

disposed aof. There shall be no order-as to cosrs.

Miscellaneous applications, pending if any, shall stamd

closed,

ANIL KUMAR JUKANTI, J

Date: 19.132.2023

Plp

Mote: A copy of arder i
WMo d 1016 of 2008 & Haich
be annexed toehiz arder,



