
W.P(MD)No.29649 of 2023 

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED: 15.12.2023

CORAM :

THE HONOURABLE  MR.JUSTICE G.ILANGOVAN

W.P(MD) No.29649 of 2023

S.Raja Maravan ... Petitioner

Vs.

1.The District Collector, 
   Tenkasi District,
   Tenkasi. 

2.The Assistant Commissioner / Executive Officer,
   Arulmighu Coutralanathar Swamy Thirukovil,
   Courtalam - 627 802,
   Tenkasi District. 

3.The Chairman,
   Courtalam Panchayat Union,
   Tenkasi District. 

4.The Inspector of Police, 
   Coutralam Police Station,
   Tenkasi District. ... Respondents

PRAYER: Writ  Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of 

India,  praying  this  Court  to  issue  a  Writ  of  Mandamus,  directing  the 

fourth respondent to provide adequate police protection to facilitate the 

general  public  and  devotees  to  stay  in  the  Chathiram and  to  provide 
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W.P(MD)No.29649 of 2023 

Annathanam at Chokkampatti Jamin Annachathiram, during the festival 

of  Arulmighu  Coutralanathar  Swamy  Thirukovil,  Coutralam,  Tenkasi 

District from 18.12.2023 to 23.12.2023, by considering the petitioner's 

representation dated 01.12.2023, within the time stipulated by this Court. 

For Petitioner             :Mr.M.Jegadeesh Pandian 

For R1 to R5              :Mr.R.M.Anbunithi 
       Additional Public Prosecutor (crl.)
`

O R D E R

This  Writ  Petition  is  filed  in  the  nature  of  Writ  of  Mandamus, 

directing the fourth respondent to provide adequate police protection to 

facilitate the general public and devotees to stay in the Chathiram and to 

provide Annathanam at Chokkampatti Jamin Annachathiram, during the 

festival  of  Arulmighu  Coutralanathar  Swamy  Thirukovil,  Coutralam, 

Tenkasi  District  from  18.12.2023  to  23.12.2023,  by  considering  the 

petitioner's representation dated 01.12.2023, within the time stipulated by 

this Court.

2.  Eventhough  there  is  some  sort  of  title  issue  between  the 

petitioner  and  the  third  respondent  herein,  the  second  respondent  has 

permitted  the  petitioner  for  conducting  Annathanam in  the  Arulmighu 
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Coutralanathar Swamy Thirukovil from 18.12.2023 to 27.12.2023.  Now 

objection is made by the third respondent over the permission granted by 

the second respondent to the petitioner. 

3. Learned counsel for the petitioner, when the matter was heard 

for  the  first  time,  submitted  that  the  Hindu  Religious  and  Charitable 

Endowment  has  taken  over  the  management  and  they  permitted  the 

petitioner to conduct Annathanam.  

4. The issue with regard to the title over the properties and the 

management of the Choultry, is not the subject matter of this case.  The 

petitioner wants to perform Annathanam in the relevant time.  For that 

limited  purpose  only,  they  sought  permission.   Since  permission  is 

granted by the second respondent, but objected by the third respondent, 

this petition came to be filed.  On that account the third respondent was 

directed to appear before this Court.  

5.  Today(15.12.2023),  the  third  respondent  official  is  present 

before this Court and stated that against the order passed by Co-ordinate 

Bench of this Court in W.P.(MD)No.24361 of 2023, they are going to file 
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a Writ Appeal.  With regard to conducting Annathanam in the Arulmighu 

Coutralanathar Swamy Thirukovil, they are not having any objection.  

6.  Only  for  the  limited  purpose  of  performing  Annathanam, 

permission was granted by the second respondent, that must be complied 

by the petitioner.  It is made clear that the above said permission will not 

give the petitioner, any title over the temple / property and management, 

as the case may be.  The petitioner shall not take any advantage of this 

order  in  future.   This  order  will  apply  only  for  the  present  time,  as 

mentioned  in  the  petition  and  as  permitted  by  the  second  respondent 

herein. 

7. With this observation, this Writ Petition is disposed of. No costs. 

                   15.12.2023

NCC :Yes/No
Index :Yes/No
Internet    : Yes/ No

Note: Issue order copy on 15.12.2023

pnn
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To

1.The District Collector, Tenkasi District, Tenkasi. 

2.The Assistant Commissioner / Executive Officer,
   Arulmighu Coutralanathar Swamy Thirukovil,
   Courtalam - 627 802,Tenkasi District. 

3.The Chairman, Courtalam Panchayat Union, Tenkasi District. 

4.The Inspector of Police, Coutralam Police Station, Tenkasi District. 
.

5.The Additional Public Prosecutor,
    Madurai Bench of Madras High Court,   Madurai.
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G.ILANGOVAN, J

                                                                                                           pnn

Order made in

W.P(MD) No.29649 of 2023

Dated 15.12.2023
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