
WP(MD) No.29260 of 2022

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT 
( Special Original Jurisdiction )

Thursday, the Twenty Third day of February Two Thousand  and 
Twenty Three

PRESENT

The Hon`ble Mr.Justice G.R.SWAMINATHAN

WP(MD) No.29260 of 2022
AND

WMP(MD) Nos.23218 & 23219 of 2022

TUTICORIN SALT AND MARINE CHEMICALS LTD.,
REP. BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, M.P.DILEEP,
HARBOUR LINK ROAD, 
THOOTHUKUDI 628 001               ... PETITIONER

                             Vs

1 THE UNION OF INDIA                 
  REP. BY ITS SECRETARY,
  MINISTRY OF SHIPPING,
  NEW DELHI 110 001

2 THE CHAIRMAN                       
  V.O.C. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY, 
  PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 
  V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST,
  THOOTHUKUDI 628 004

3 THE CHIEF ENGINEER AND ESTATE OFFICER,
  CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, 
  ESTATE MANAGEMENT DIVISION,
  V.O.C. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY,
  PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 
  V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST,
  THOOTHUKUDI 628 004

4 M/S.PANNAIYAR SALT TRADERS        
  111, KATCHERI STREET, PALAYAKAYAL, 
  THOOTHUKUDI 628 152,
  REP BY MANAGING PARTNER.            ... RESPONDENTS

Petition filed praying that in the circumstances stated therein
and in the affidavit filed therewith the High Court may be pleased
to issue of Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus, calling for the entire
records of the 2nd Respondent in Resolution No.43 of 2022-2023 dated
21.09.2022  and  quash  the  same  as  illegal  and  consequentially
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directing the 2nd Respondent to cancel the allotment made to the 4th
Respondent  and  allot  the  Petitioner  the  salt  pan  lands  by  the
matching the rate tendered to the 4th Respondent.

Prayer in WMP(MD). 23218/ 2022 :
To STAY the operation and effect of the Resolution No.43 of

2022-2023 dated 21.09.2022 passed by the 2nd Respondent, pending
disposal of the above Writ Petition and thus render justice. 

Prayer in WMP(MD). 23219/ 2022 :
To  pass  an  order  of  INTERIM  INJUNCTION  restraining  the

Respondents  2  and  3  from  disturbing  the  Petitioners  peaceful
possession and enjoyment of Port Salt Pan Land measuring 262.8 acres
of  land  in  Tuticorin  for  the  continued  production  of  the  salt,
pending disposal of the above Writ Petition. 

ORDER :   This petition coming up for orders on this day, upon
perusing the petition and the affidavit filed in support thereof and
upon hearing the arguments of Mr.M.VALLINAYAGAM, Senior Counsel for
M/S.SARAVANAKUMAR.P,  Advocate  for  the  petitioner  and  of
M/S.S.JEYASINGH, Senior Panel Counsel for the Respondent No.1, and
M/S.R.SANKARANARAYANAN,  Assistant  Solicitor  General  of  India  for
Mr.N.DILIP KUMAR, Standing Counsel on behalf of the Respondents No.2
& 3 and M/S.V.RAGHAVACHARI, Senior Counsel for M/S.V.ARUL, Advocate
for Respondent No.4, the court made the following order:-

The learned counsel on either side inform the court that there
will  not  be  any  further  activity  carried  on  in  the  petition
mentioned salt-pan lands.

Status -quo obtaining as of now will continue till 28.02.2023.

Call on 27.02.2023.
                                        sd/-
                                        23/02/2023

               / TRUE COPY /
                                                        24/02/2023
                                   Sub-Assistant Registrar (C.S.)
                                 Madurai Bench of Madras High Court,
                                          Madurai - 625 023. 
rmi

TO

1 THE UNION OF INDIA                 
  REP. BY ITS SECRETARY,
  MINISTRY OF SHIPPING,
  NEW DELHI 110 001
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2 THE CHAIRMAN                       
  V.O.C. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY, 
  PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 
  V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST,
  THOOTHUKUDI 628 004

3 THE CHIEF ENGINEER AND ESTATE OFFICER,
  CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, 
  ESTATE MANAGEMENT DIVISION,
  V.O.C. CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY,
  PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS 
  V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT TRUST,
  THOOTHUKUDI 628 004

                                ORDER
                                IN
                                WP(MD) No.29260 of 2022

AND
WMP(MD) Nos.23218 & 23219 of 2022

                                Date  :23/02/2023

RK/SBN/SAR-3 (24/02/2023) 3P/4C 
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