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Petition filed praying that in the circumstances stated
therein and in the affidavit filed therewith the High Court may be
pleased to

a. direct grant of police protection to the petitioner (S.Haja
Mohideen Gisthi, Advocate and Standing Counsel for Tamilnadu Wakf
Board) by the respective Commissioners of Police in Madurai City and
Chennai City pending disposal of the above writ petition and

b. Grant an interim order restraining the respondents 1 to 5 /
writ petitioners, the Respondent 9 to 13 herein and the Hagdars
claiming under them from indulging in making and extending 1life
threatening calls to the petitioner (S.Haja Mohideen Gisthi,
Advocate and Standing counsel for Tamilnadu Wakf Board) pending
disposal of the above WP (MD) .No. 24409 of 2022 and pass such further
or other orders as this Honble Court may deem fit and proper in t

ORDER : This petition coming up for orders on this day, upon
perusing the petition and the affidavit filed in support thereof and
upon hearing the arguments of M/S.BALAJI.S, Advocate for the
petitioner, the court made the following order:-

The writ miscellaneous petition has been filed praying to grant
protection to the petitioner (S.Haja Mohideen Gisthi, Advocate and
Standing Counsel for Tamilnadu Wakf Board) by the respective
Commissioners of Police 1in Madurai City and Chennai City pending
disposal of the above writ petition and grant an 1interim order
restraining the Respondents 1 to 5 / writ ©petitioners, the
Respondents 9 to 13 herein and the Hagdars claiming under them from
indulging in making and extending 1life threatening calls to the
petitioner.

2. During the pendency of the writ petition in W.P. (MD)
No.24409 of 2022, an interim direction was passed by this Court on
14.11.2022, the same reads as under:

"The matter was listed as Item No.36 today. Even before

hearing commenced, mentioning was made at 02.15 pm,

i.e., on 14.11.2022 by Mr.Haja Mohideen Gisthi, learned

Senior Standing Counsel that since he landed in Madurai,

he received certain Whatsapp messages, wherein,
allegations have been made against him questioning his
integrity 1in particular with this matter. He also

received calls from unknown numbers ordering him to not
to involve 1in the above writ petition and resorted to
adopt threatening postures on phone (threat to his
life). Mr.Haja Mohideen Gisthi expressed concerns over
his safety and therefore, seeks Police protection.
2. Mr.Sethuraman, learned Additional Public Prosecutor
was present and he was directed to instruct the Police
Department to provide Police Protection to Mr.Haja
https:/www.mhcModvinfléen Gisthi to the Madurai Airport and thereafter,
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on arrival at Chennai Airport, to his house.
Commissioner of Police, Madurai and the Commissioner of
Police, Chennai would thereafter provide protection to
Mr.Haja Mohideen Gisthi taking into account the threat
perception and the cost shall be borne by Mr.Haja
Mohideen Gisthi. The above direction 1is being issued in
view of the urgency expressed and also the seriousness
of the threat, though normally an application/ petition
ought to be filed seeking police protection. The above
arrangement shall continue for a week until 21.11.2022.
It 1is open to Mr.Haja Mohideen Gisthi to file
appropriate application seeking police protection
setting out the circumstances on or before 21.11.2022.

3. The counsels on either side would submit that such
incidents are to be avoided and all counsels unanimously
agreed to advise their clients not to engage in any such
acts. This Court strongly deprecates the abvoe action
and condemns the same 1in the strongest possible terms.
If any of the above action are found to be have nexus
with and impact/ tend/ change / alter the course of
justice, strict measures would be taken."

Thereafter, the interim order granted by this Court was
extended till 25.11.2022. Pursuant to the above, the present writ
miscellaneous petition has been filed.

3. It was made clear while pronouncing the orders that the writ
petition has been disposed of and therefore, security may no longer
be required. However, Mr.Haja Mohideen Gisthi would submit that he
still apprehends that the threat continues and therefore request
that 1liberty may be granted by this Court to approach the
appropriate authority/ forum by filing an appropriate
representation/ application for ©police protection. It was also
submitted that he intends to travel abroad and thus it may not be
possible to immediately file an application. He thus sought eight
(8) weeks time for filing an application / petition seeking police
protection. Though, it is also submitted that the cost for providing
security must be borne by the State, this Court is not inclined to
accede to the same for it was mentioned on more than one occasion by
the learned counsel for the petitioner on record that they may be
granted liberty to secure reimbursement from the Wakf Board. It is
open to the petitioner to approach the Board with regard thereto.

4. After having considered the submission and the alleged
threat perception, this Court is of the view that the earlier
direction of this Court may continue for a period of eight (8) weeks
from today on the same terms and it 1is open to the petitioner to
file appropriate petition/ application/ representation seeking
police protection before the appropriate forum/ authority.
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5. With the above directions, the writ miscellaneous petition

ands closed.
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