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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 22.09.2023
CORAM
THE HON'BLE Mr. JUSTICE C.V.KARTHIKEYAN

W.P.No0.18528 of 2017
and
W.M.P.N0.20092 of 2017

Dr.S.K.Asok Kumar
.. Petitioners
Vs.

1.The Principal Secretary of Government,
School Education Department,
Fort St. George,
Chennai — 600 009.

2.The Director of Public Libraries (In-Charge),
No.737/1, Anna Salai,
Chennai — 600 002.

3.Dr.K.Rajkumar .. Respondents

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India
praying to issue a Writ of Declaration, to declare that the interview
conducted by the 1* respondent for the post of Director of Public Libraries
held on 14.07.2017 as null and void and direct the 1* respondent to conduct
fresh selection for the post of Director of Public Libraries in a fair manner in

accordance with law.
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For Petitioner .. Mr.Thiagarajan, Senior Counsel
For R1 & R2 .. Mr.R.Neethi Perumal, Govt. Advocate
ORDER

This writ petition has been filed seeking a direction to declare that the
interview conducted by the 1* respondent for the post of Director of Public

Libraries held on 14.07.2017 as null and void and to direct the 1*

respondent to conduct fresh selection for the said post.

2.The petitioner claims that he is eligible to be appointed as Director
of Public Libraries. Pending the writ petition however, the learned Special
Government had forwarded Government order in G.O.Rt.No.2874 Public
(Special — A) Department dated 12.07.2023, wherein, the former Managing
Director, Tamil Nadu Textbook and Educational Services Corporation, had
been posted as Director of Public Libraries temporarily for a period of one

year.
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3.The learned Senior Counsel on behalf of the petitioner stated that,
in view of this particular posting, the relief sought in the writ petition does
not survive any more. But however, the learned Senior Counsel stated that,
if ever a notification is again issued by the respondents, credentials of the
petitioner may be examined in their true light and be taken into
consideration whenever, the post of Director of Public Libraries is to be

filled up on a permanent basis.

4.The said statement of the learned Senior Counsel for the petitioner
is recorded. The respondents may act accordingly. This Writ Petition stands
disposed of. No costs. Consequently, connected Writ Miscellaneous Petition

1s closed.
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To
1.The Principal Secretary of Government,

School Education Department,

Fort St. George,

Chennai — 600 009.
2.The Director of Public Libraries (In-Charge),

No.737/1, Anna Salai,
Chennai — 600 002.

W.P.No.18528 of 2017

22.09.2023
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