
W.P.No.31398  of  2023

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 16.11.2023

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE M.S. RAMESH

W.P.No.31398 of 2023

and WMP Nos.31016 and 31017 of 2023

Dr.P.Murugesan,

Farm Superintendent,

Sri Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya

Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development,

SRKV Post, 

Periyanaickenpalayam,

Coimbatore – 641 020 ...Petitioner

Vs

1. The State of Tamil Nadu,

    Rep. by its Principal Secretary,

    Department of Agricultural and Farmers Welfare,

    Fort St. George, Chennai 600 009.

2. The Commissioner of Agriculture,

    Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,

    Chepauk, Chennai 600 005.

3. The Tamil nadu Agricultural University,

    Rep. by its Registrar,

    Lawley Road,

    Coimbatore – 641 003.

4.  The Secretary,

     Sri Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya,
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     Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development,

     SRKV post, periyanaickenpalayam,

      Coimbatore – 641 020    ..Respondents

PRAYER:  Writ  Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of 

India to issue a Writ of Mandamus directing the 4th respondent college to 

permit  the  petitioner  to  take  part  part  in  the  selection  for  the  post  of 

Principal of the 4th respondent college scheduled to be held on 01.11.2023 

or any other date and give appointment to the petitioner as principal of 

the 4th respondent  college based on its  newspaper advertisement  dated 

20.05.2023.

For Petitioner : Mr.Geo J Akash

  for Issac Chambers

For Respondents : Mr.S.V.Yamuna Devi

  Special government pleader 

  for R1 and R2

  Mr.S.Manikandan

  for R3

  Mr.M.Sriram

  and Mr. Ramesh Venkatachalapathy

  

ORDER

 The apprehension of the petitioner was that he would not be 

permitted to take part in the selection process in the post of Principal for 

the 4th respondent college, scheduled to be held on 01.11.2023. When the 

writ  petition  was  pending,  an  interim  order  came  to  be  passed  on 
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31.10.2023 in the following manner :-

It  is  the  submission  of  the  learned  counsel  for  the  

petitioner that  as  per  the notification for appointment to  

the  post  of  Principal  (men),  the  petitioner  possesses  the  

minimum qualification of Ph.D in Agriculture subject. The  

provisional  certificate  awarding  the  degree  of  Ph.D  in  

Optimization of Planting Methods and Weed Management  

Practices in Rice, which is an agriculture subject, has also  

been  produced  before  this  Court.  As  per  the  UGC 

notification  dated  17.03.2017,  the  Ph.D degree  obtained  

through  full  time  or  part  time  are  treated  as  degree  

awarded through the regular mode. It is the apprehension  

of  the  petitioner  that  though  he  possesses  the  required  

essential  qualification,  he  may  not  be  called  for  the  

interview,  which  is  scheduled  to  be  held  tomorrow 

(01.11.2023). 

2.  On  a  prima  facie  view,  since  the  petitioner  

possesses the required  essential  qualification,  he may be  

permitted  to  participate  in  the interview scheduled  to  be  

held on 01.11.2023 by the fourth respondent college. 

 

3.  The  fourth  respondent  would  be  at  liberty  to  

evaluate the petitioner in the interview on its  own merits  

and other qualifications. 
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4. Post the matter on 16.11.2023. 

5.  Notice  to  the  fourth  respondent  returnable  by  

16.11.2023. 

2. Today, when the matter was called, both the counsel for the 

petitioner as well as the 4th respondent, had represented before me stating 

that in compliance with the orders passed by this Court on 31.10.2023, 

the petitioner was permitted to participate in the interview on 01.11.2023. 

As such, the grievance of the petitioner has been redressed and hence, no 

further orders are required to be passed and accordingly, this writ petition 

stands  closed.  Consequently,  the connected miscellaneous  petitions  are 

closed.

16.11.2023

Index:Yes/No

Speaking order/Non-speaking order

rka
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To

1. The State of Tamil Nadu,

    Rep. by its Principal Secretary,

    Department of Agricultural and Farmers Welfare,

    Fort St. George, Chennai 600 009.

2. The Commissioner of Agriculture,

    Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,

    Chepauk, Chennai 600 005.

3. The Tamil nadu Agricultural University,

    Rep. by its Registrar,

    Lawley Road,

    Coimbatore – 641 003.

4.  The Secretary,

     Sri Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya,

     Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development,

     SRKV post, periyanaickenpalayam,

      Coimbatore – 641 020
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M.S.RAMESH,J.

rka

W.P.No.31398 of 2023

16.11.2023
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