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The petitioner has been in custody for 4 years 3 months and 29 days.
The charge-sheet was submitted on 11th January, 2019 and charges were
framed on 3rd April, 2019. The petitioner says, through his learned counsel,
that out of 13 witnesses only 3 witnesses have been examined thus far. This
is disputed by learned counsel appearing for the State who submits that 5
witnesses have been examined till date.

We find from the records that a coordinate Bench by its order dated
7th March, 2022 directed the learned Special Court under NDPS Act,
Jalpaiguri to fix a date for recording the evidence of the remaining witnesses
which should not be beyond 15 days from the date of communication of the

said order. Admittedly, only one witness has been examined after the



direction of the coordinate Bench. We find that the unexplained delay in the
conduct of the trial merits an order in favour of the petitioner.

The prayer for bail is hence allowed.

We accordingly direct that the petitioner shall be released on bail upon
furnishing a bond of Rs. 20,000/- (Rupees twenty thousand only) with two
sureties of like amount each, one of who must be local, to the satisfaction of
the learned Special Court, Jalpaiguri. The petitioner shall not induce
witnesses or influence them or tamper with the evidence. The petitioner
shall also make himself available for the trial as and when the petitioner is
required and shall also not leave the jurisdiction of the concerned police
station without leave of the concerned authorities.

CRM(NDPS) 421 of 2022 is accordingly allowed and disposed of in

terms of the above.
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