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1.  Learned counsel appearing for the petitioner hands up an order passed by the
Co-ordinate Bench dated 4t January, 2022, wherein the Co-ordinate Bench was
of the view that considering the long detention of the petitioner, the learned
Trial Court should expedite the trial and conclude the same preferably within
18 months from date of the order being placed before the learned Trial Court.

2. Learned counsel submits that despite the direction, only three out of thirteen
witnesses have been examined till date.

3.  Learned counsel appearing for the prosecution submits that the next date has
been fixed on 20% September, 2023 for continuation of the trial.

4. Upon considering the submissions made on behalf of the parties, we are of the

view that there is an inordinate delay in the conduct of the trial despite a



direction from the Co-ordinate Bench. The petitioner has already been in
custody for 1033 days.

5. However, since the trial is in progress, we are not inclined to allow the prayer
for bail. We, however, direct the learned Trial Court to conclude the trial
within three months from today. We make it clear that if there is continuing
delay, the petitioner shall be entitled to renew the prayer for bail.

6.  CRM (NDPS) 594 of 2023 is accordingly rejected in terms of the above.
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