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...for the petitioner.
Mr. Nilay Chakraborty
Mr. Tapan Bhattacharjee
... for the State.
Although an arguable case is made out by the petitioner of one
of the seized substance falling below commercial quantity and the
other not falling within the NDPS Act, the third item is above
commercial quantity and consists of injections of narcotic substances.
We are of the view that this point may be taken into
consideration at the time of trial.
The petitioner is in custody for about a year and the trial has
already commenced as of 9t August, 2023. The next date has,

however, been fixed on 18th December, 2023 and the court is informed

that there are 14 witnesses to be examined.



We are, hence, of the view that although the point raised is a
triable issue and should be considered by the learned NDPS Court,
Siliguri, the petitioner’s prayer for bail should be rejected. We,
however, direct the learned Special Court to expedite the trial and
make a serious attempt to conclude the same within eight months
from date.

We make it clear that the petitioner shall be entitled to pray for
appropriate orders if there is undue delay in the trial.

CRM (NDPS) 572 of 2023 is accordingly rejected and disposed of

in terms of the above.
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