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1. Petitioner is in custody for more than four years. He contends 

there is delay in trial. He renews his bail prayer. 

2. Learned lawyer for the State opposes the bail prayer. He 

contends delay was at the behest of defence who prayed for 

deferment of cross examination of the witnesses. 11 prosecution 

witnesses have already been examined. 

3. We have considered the materials on record. Dying 

declaration of the victim implicates the petitioner. Trial has 

considerably progressed and 11 witnesses have been examined. 

Delay in the matter is primarily on the premise that defence sought 

deferment of cross examination. This necessitated repeated 

attendance of witnesses. 

4. Under such circumstances and in view of the gravity of 

offence which if proved would attract mandatory life imprisonment, 

we are not inclined to grant bail to the petitioner at this stage. 

5. Accordingly, the prayer for bail is rejected. 
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6. Trial court is directed to expedite the trial and conclude the 

same at early date. 

     

 (Ajoy Kumar Mukherjee, J.)                      (Joymalya Bagchi, J.)  

    


