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The petitioner intended to participate in the

Panchayat General Election, 2023 from a

reserved category seat. The last date for filing the

nomination was 15th June, 2023.

The Caste Certificate was issued in favour of

the petitioner on 16th June, 2023. Admittedly, on

the date when the petitioner filed the nomination,

Caste Certificate was not in her possession.

Prayer has been made for permitting the

petitioner to contest the Panchayat General

Election, 2023.

According to the provision of the WB

Panchayat Elections Act, 2003, a candidate
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contesting from the reserved category seat is

required to possess and produce the caste

certificate.

In the instant case, caste certificate was

issued in favour of the petitioner after the last

date of filing nomination.

It was absolutely within the authority of

the Commission to reject the candidature of the

petitioner in the absence of a caste certificate.

As the Caste Certificate of the petitioner was

not issued prior to the last date of filing

nomination, accordingly, prayer of the petitioner

for permitting her to contest the Panchayat

Election as a reserved category candidate cannot

be accepted.

It is more so because if the prayer of the

petitioner is accepted, then similar such cases

will come up in future and the entire process of

election may be disturbed.

 Accordingly, no relief can be granted to the

petitioner in the instant writ petition.

The writ petition fails and is hereby

dismissed.

Urgent certified photocopy of this order, if

applied for, be supplied to the parties

expeditiously on compliance of usual legal

formalities.

                                        (Amrita Sinha, J.)


