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In Re:- An application for bail under Section 439 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure in connection with Kharagpur (T) P. S.
Case No.20 of 2017 under Sections
447/326/307/302/120B/34 of the Indian Penal Code read
with Sections 25/27 of the Arms Act and Section 9(B)(II) of
the Explosive Substances Act.

In the matter of : J Shankar Rao.
                                                                  … Petitioner.
Mr. Phiroze Edulji,
Mr. Aritra Ghosh.
                                                           …for the Petitioner.
Mr. Madhusudan Sur, ld. A.P.P.,
Mr. Dipankar Pramanick.
                                                              ...for the State.

Petitioner is in custody for more than six years. He prays

for bail.

Learned Advocate for the State submits that the case is at

a mature stage. Arguments are being advanced before the trial

Judge.

We have considered the materials on record. Bail prayer

of co-accused was turned down in April, 2023 in CRM (DB) 351

of 2023. Thereafter, matter progressed and all prosecution

witnesses have been examined. Arguments are being advanced

before the learned Judge. At this penultimate stage and in view

of the gravity of the offence which, if proved, would attract life

imprisonment, we do not consider it prudent to enlarge the

petitioner on bail.

Accordingly, the prayer for bail of the petitioner is

rejected.



2

Needless to mention, we hope and trust that the

proceeding would be taken to its logical conclusion at the

earliest.

                  (Ajay Kumar Gupta,J.)                        (Joymalya Bagchi, J.)


