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1. In terms of the directions issued earlier a
report in the form of an affidavit has been filed by the

Inspector General, BSF, the Force Coordinator.



2. On a perusal of the report we find that the
allegations are very serious, more particularly the
allegations against the State Election Commission. In
several places in the report it has been stated that the
support and response of the State Election Commission
and the State authorities was found wanting on
number of occasions. If the allegations set out in the
report ultimately turn out to be true, then it would
tantamount to a clear case of willful disobedience of the
order and direction issued by this court. However,
these are all prima facie observations made by this
court as we would take a decision after the State
Election Commission files their response to the report.
There are also allegations against the State Government
of non-cooperation etc.

3. Liberty is also granted to the concerned
authorities to the State Government to file their
response to the report filed by the Inspector General,
BSF.

4. The learned Additional Solicitor General
submitted that clear instructions were not given to the
Force Coordinator with regard to deployment and more
particularly, the other facilities which have to be
extended to the Forces who have been deployed are
grossly lacking, as a result of which, the troops are

made to suffer.



5. On this issue the learned Advocate General
submitted that the court may direct formation of a
team of top level officers who can meet and take
decisions so that all these issues which have been
pointed by the Inspector General, BSF are sorted out.

6. The learned Additional Solicitor General
further submitted that in terms of the orders issued by
this court the Central Forces have been made available
to the State for the next ten days. It is submitted that
the Chief Secretary and the Director General of the
State may be asked to give directions to the district
authorities for extending all cooperation for effective
utilization of the Force made available by the Ministry
of Home Affairs. Further, it is submitted that there will
be requirement of constant patrolling, joint patrolling
and flag marches for confidence building and to ensure
visibility of the Force. The incidents and reports of the
violence have to be promptly reported to maintain law
and order. Further, it is submitted that all the district
authorities may be directed to attach suitable number
of local police officers with each company and during
the period the Additional Director General (Law and
Order) of the State may responsible for liaisoning with
the Central Forces, for effective utilization of the Force.
7. In the light of the above submissions, we are of the
view that urgent meeting has to be convened by the

Chief Secretary of the State of West Bengal in which the



Inspector General, BSF, the Force Coordinator should
be invited to participate and the other participants
being the Director General of the State of West Bengal,
the Additional I.G. (Law and Order) and Home Secretary
and such other officers of the State Government as may
be required. The Inspector General, BSF, the Force
Coordinator shall also be accompanied by such number
of officers as he may desire to participate in such
meeting. In such meeting a policy level decision to be
taken and it shall be the responsibility of the Chief
Secretary and the Director General of the State of West
Bengal to ensure that those decisions are strictly
implemented. The district administration should be
issued with clear directions as to what has to be done
by them as and when directions are issued. Similarly,
the State Police in all the districts shall extend their
cooperation. The Nodal Officers who are appointed by
the State Election Commission to oversee the election
process shall be continued to be deployed in the very
same district for next ten days who shall submit daily
report to the committee which has been formed
consisting of the Chief Secretary, the Inspector General,
BSF, the Force Coordinator, the Director General of the
State of West Bengal and the Additional I.G. (Law and
Order) and other officers with copy marked to the
Inspector General, BSF, the Force Coordinator as

regards the ground realities which is prevailing in the



district to which he has been nominated as an
Observer. In the earlier part of this order we have
pointed out that the allegations made in the report
submitted by the Inspector General, BSF are very
serious and damaging. Therefore, before we take a
decision we expect proper response from the State
Election Commission to all the allegations made in the
report as well as the appropriate authority of the State
Government.

8. Let such response be filed in the form of an
affidavit not later than 24.07.2023.

9. It is submitted by the leaned Deputy
Solicitor General that the report filed by the Inspector
General, BSF has been served on all the learned
advocates for the parties.

10. List these matters on 26t July, 2023 at

2.30 p.m.
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