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“15) The provisions of parole and furlough, thus, provide for a 

humanistic approach towards those lodged in jails. Main purpose of 

such provisions is to afford to them an opportunity to solve their 

personal and family problems and to enable them to maintain their 

links with society. Even citizens of this country have a vested interest 

in preparing offenders for successful re-entry into society. Those who 

leave prison without strong networks of support, without employment 

prospects, without a fundamental knowledge of the communities to 

which they will return, and without resources, stand a significantly 

higher chance of failure. When offenders revert to criminal activity 

upon release, they frequently do so because they lack hope of merging 

into society as accepted citizens. Furloughs or parole can help prepare 

offenders for success. 16) Having noted the aforesaid public purpose in 

granting parole or furlough, ingrained in the reformation theory of 

sentencing, other competing public interest has also to be kept in mind 

while deciding as to whether in a particular case parole or furlough is 

to be granted or not. This public interest also demands that those who 

are habitual offenders and may have the tendency to commit the crime 

again after their release on parole or have the tendency to become 

threat to the law and order of the society, should not be released on 

parole. This aspect takes care of other objectives of sentencing, 

namely, deterrence and prevention. This side of the coin is the 

experience that great number of crimes are committed by the offenders 

who have been put back in the street after conviction. Therefore, while  
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deciding as to whether a particular prisoner deserves to be released 

on parole or not, the aforesaid aspects have also to be kept in mind. To 

put it tersely, the authorities are supposed to address the question as to 

whether the convict is such a person who has the tendency to commit 

such a crime or he is showing tendency to reform himself to become a 

good citizen.  

17) Thus, not all people in prison are appropriate for grant of 

furlough or parole. Obviously, society must isolate those who show 

patterns of preying upon victims. Yet administrators ought to 

encourage those offenders who demonstrate a commitment to reconcile 

with society and whose behaviour shows that aspire to live as law-

abiding citizens. Thus, parole program should be used as a tool to 

shape such adjustments.”  
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