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7. In the present case, while the notice was received by 

the appellant on 8 November 2005, the complaint was 

filed before the period of fifteen days was complete. The 

complaint could have been filed only after 23 November 

2005, but was filed on 22 November 2005. In view of the 

legal bar which is created by Section 142 of the NI Act, 

as explained in the three-Judge Bench decision of this 

Court, taking of cognizance by the Court was contrary to 

the law and the complaint was not maintainable before 

the expiry of the period of fifteen days from the date of 

its receipt by the appellant.” 
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