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“19. Before dealing with the contentions canvassed, we may

remind  ourselves  of  the  principles,  in  point,  crystallised  by

judicial  decisions.  The  first  of  these  principles  is  that

disciplinary proceedings before a domestic tribunal are of  a

quasi-judicial character; therefore,  the minimum requirement

of the rules of natural justice is that the tribunal should arrive

at its conclusion on the basis of some evidence, i.e. evidential

material which with some degree of definiteness points to the

guilt  of  the delinquent  in  respect  of  the charge against  him.

Suspicion cannot be allowed to take the place of proof even in

domestic inquiries. As pointed out by this Court in Union of

India v. H.C. Goel, the principle that in punishing the guilty

scrupulous care must be taken to see that the innocent are not

punished,  applies  as  much  to  regular  criminal  trials  as  to

disciplinary enquiries held under the statutory rules."

3� ����& ����) �0�)� � 
�� �8#�3	* �0	!���	� �6	�" �	�� ��! �%��

��::������#&%�$����#%!��	����;�:� ����2��	����'��	����#��������������

�����������&��	�������������������	������	�������������#��,����#�����,���

��,����������	�#�%�#��	������3�������	�%�	��	���	���������,������������	�%	���

-6��������+��%�����)�����	������������	�A

“23.  Furthermore,  the order of  the disciplinary  authority  as

also the appellate authority are not supported by any reason.

As the orders passed by them have severe civil consequences,

appropriate reasons should have been assigned. If the enquiry

officer had relied upon the confession made by the appellant,

there was no reason as to why the order of discharge passed by

the Criminal Court on the basis of self-same evidence should

not have been taken into consideration. The materials brought

on record pointing out the guilt are required to be proved. A

decision must be arrived at on some evidence, which is legally

admissible.  The  provisions  of  the  Evidence  Act  may  not  be
GOPAL KRISHAN
2022.12.23 12:10
I attest to the accuracy and
integrity of this
order/judgment
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applicable in a departmental proceeding but the principles of

natural justice are. As the report of the Enquiry Officer was

based on merely ipse dixit  as also surmises and conjectures,

the same could not have been sustained. The inferences drawn

by the Enquiry Officer apparently were not supported by any

evidence.  Suspicion, as is well known, however high may be,

can under no circumstances be held to be a substitute for legal

proof.”
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