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�13. As held by this Court in the case of Mithailal Dalsangar

Singh (supra), the abatement results in the denial of hearing

on the merits of the case, the provision of abatement has to be

construed strictly. On the other hand, the prayer for setting

aside  an  abatement  and  the  dismissal  consequent  upon  an

abatement, have to be construed liberally. We may state that

even  if  the  term  `sufficient  cause'  has  to  receive  liberal

construction,  it  must  squarely  fall  within  the  concept  of

reasonable time and proper conduct of the concerned party.

The purpose of introducing liberal construction normally is to

introduce the concept of `reasonableness' as it is understood

in  its  general  connotation.  The  law  of  limitation  is  a

substantive law and has  definite  consequences  on  the right

and obligation of a party to arise. These principles should be

adhered to and applied appropriately depending on the facts

and circumstances of a given case. Once a valuable right, as

accrued in favour of one party as a result of the failure of the

other party to explain the delay by showing sufficient cause

and its own conduct, it will be unreasonable to take away that

right on the mere asking of the applicant, particularly when

the delay is directly a result of negligence, default or inaction

of that  party.  Justice must  be done to both parties  equally.

Then alone the ends of justice can be achieved. If a party has

been  thoroughly  negligent  in  implementing  its  rights  and

remedies, it will be equally unfair to deprive the other party of
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a valuable right that has accrued to it in law as a result of his

acting vigilantly.”

[Emphasis supplied]
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9. Sufficient cause is the cause for which defendant could not

be  blamed  for  his  absence.  The  meaning  of  the  word

"sufficient" is "adequate" or "enough", inasmuch as may be
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necessary  to  answer  the  purpose  intended.  Therefore,  the

word "sufficient" embraces no more than that which provides

a platitude, which when the act done suffices to accomplish

the purpose intended in the facts and circumstances existing

in a case, duly examined from the view point of a reasonable

standard of a cautious man. In this context, "sufficient cause"

means  that  the party  should  not  have acted  in  a  negligent

manner or there was a want of bona fide on its part in view of

the facts and circumstances of a case or it cannot be alleged

that  the  party  has  "not  acted  diligently"  or  "remained

inactive". However, the facts and circumstances of each case

must afford sufficient ground to enable the Court concerned

to exercise discretion for the reason that whenever the Court

exercises  discretion,  it  has to  be exercised judiciously.  The

applicant must satisfy the Court that he was prevented by any

“sufficient  cause” from prosecuting  his  case,  and unless  a

satisfactory  explanation  is  furnished,  the  Court  should  not

allow the application for condonation of delay. The court has

to examine whether the mistake is bona fide or was merely a

device to cover an ulterior purpose.”
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�16.  To  the  aforesaid  principles  we  may  add  some  more

guidelines taking note of the present day scenario. They are: -

a) An application for condonation of delay should be

drafted with careful concern and not in a half hazard

manner  harbouring  the  notion  that  the  courts  are

required  to  condone  delay  on  the  bedrock  of  the

principle that adjudication of a lis on merits is seminal

to justice dispensation system.
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b) An application for condonation of delay should not

be  dealt  with  in  a  routine  manner  on  the  base  of

individual philosophy which is basically subjective.

c) Though no precise formula can be laid down regard

being had to the concept of judicial discretion, yet a

conscious  effort  for  achieving  consistency  and

collegiality of the adjudicatory system should be made

as that is the ultimate institutional motto.

d) The increasing tendency to perceive delay as a non-

serious  matter  and,  hence,  lackadaisical  propensity

can be exhibited in a non-challan manner requires to

be curbed, of course, within legal parameters.”

1
 ��	�� ��� �
�������	&����	'��� 	��� 	������ 	������ 	(��

#����	�)	*���	'��+��	���,	 �"	-
-	 
����"	!,$��������������9����� ��� �

��	� � ��� � �� 	: � �
 � �� �
$ � ��� � 	���	 � �� � �������
 � �	

�� � �� �����	
��	  :

��
��
�����
�����	���
������.��������
���	���.������� 	:�

;��������
��
���#����	�+���������������$��
���	����&�&�&))*�

;������������������	�+����	 �	��	�
���+������������	������ �����������
�:�	���

9���%���''22����&)25�#	���� ����:������������
����%����������
���	������

� �	����������
��
�
$������
����
	����� 	:�����������	
�����
�:�	����

A	#� �� �#�  6���� �� � ��	� � 	 � ������ � ���# � �� � �� � �� � �	!�
 �#�� �

��
������
$ � ��� � ��
��
	���
 � �� � �
����
	�� � �� 	:� � ;�� � �� 	: � �	

�� � ��

��
��
�� � �
 � 	 � ����	
��	 � �	

�� � �
 � 	���
�� � �� � �?� 	
	���
 � #����

	�����	
���

;�� � � $���
� ���
���
�� � ��� � ��
��
	���
 ��� � �� 	: � � ��	� � ���

�������
�������
�� �����
�
��������� ���$	���
��	
���������� ��
����� �����

�������
��
�������	

��������������
���	����������
��
�
$��
����
	����� 	:�

1���	

������ ������$��� ���	��#���������?���:���� ����	���
����$�����:��	  �B��

MANOJ KUMAR
2022.12.23 12:39
I attest to the accuracy and
integrity of this document.



���������	
����
���
�������
�����������������������������������7�

�
��	���������������	��:�-�����
��
����
�������	��/��%���	�������	����������

$���
$�$�
������������	�+����	 �������������
��
���#�����	��	�
�����
	 ��:��


����:�	��&))*����� ��

;���	�� ��	���
�������
��
	���
������ 	:��������������

9�
��+��
� :�������������
��������
����	 �������������

�&3�  2��%���!&��

��������������%")! 

���-�)
+
�.
�/�����
�!

� 2��C����������	!�
$D���	��
�� � E���D�%�

&��C�������������	� � � E���D�%�

MANOJ KUMAR
2022.12.23 12:39
I attest to the accuracy and
integrity of this document.


