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‘…15. Therefore, the law on the issue can be summarised to 

state that, in the event that the person interested has not filed 

objections in response to a notice issued under Section 5-A, and has 

not challenged the acquisition proceedings, the quashing of the 

declaration issued under Section 6 in some other case, would not 

enure any benefit to such person. More so, where the possession of 

land has already been taken, and such land stands vested in the 

State, free from all encumbrances as provided under Sections 16 

and 17(2) of the Act, prior to the date of decision of the Court 

quashing the declaration in toto, no benefit can be taken by him. 

Where a party has not filed objections to the notice issued under 

Section 5-A, the declaration qua such persons is generally neither 

quashed, nor does it stand vitiated qua him, by any error of law 

warranting interference. There is also another view with respect to 

this matter, which is that, in case the said land has been acquired 

for a Scheme, which does not fall within the ambit of "public 

purpose" then, in such a case, it would not be a case of acquisition 

under the Act, instead, it would amount to colourable exercise of 

power…’ 
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