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“The law enunciated by this Court in its recent judgments, as

already noticed, adds and elaborates the principles that were

stated in  Bachan Singh  and thereafter, in  Machhi Singh. The

aforesaid judgments, primarily dissect these principles into two

different  compartments-one  being  the  “aggravating

circumstances”  while  the  other  being  the  mitigating

circumstances. The court would consider the cumulative effect

of  both  these  aspects  and  normally,  it  may  not  be  very

appropriate for the Court to decide the most significant aspect

of sentencing policy with reference to one of the classes under

any  of  the  following  heads  while  completely  ignoring  other

classes under other heads. To balance the two is the primary

duty of the Court. It will be appropriate for the Court to come

to a final conclusion upon balancing the exercise that would

help  to  administer  the  criminal  justice  system  better  and

provide an effective and meaningful reasoning by the Court as

contemplated under Section 354(3)�Cr.P.C.”�
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