IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 19.04.2022
CORAM:
THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE D.KRISHNAKUMAR

W.P.No0.9439 of 2022
and
W.M.P.No0.9182 of 2022

1.S.Ranganathan

2.S.Rajendran ...Petitioners
Vs.

1. The Government of Tamil Nadu,
Rep. by its Principal Secretary to Government,
Environment and Forest Department,
Fort St.George, Chennai - 600 009.

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Forest Department, Panagal Building,
1, Geenis Road, Saidapet, Chennai - 15.
.. .Respondents

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India praying for issuance of a Writ of
Mandamus, directing the respondents to include the names of the
petitioner in the panel drawn for promotion to the post of
Forester on par with their Jjunior, with all consequential
service and monetary benefits.

For Petitioners : Mr.T.Dharani
For Respondents : Mr.M.Bindran
Additional Government Pleader
O RDER

By consent of both parties, this Writ Petition is taken up
for final disposal at the admission stage itself.

2. This writ petition has Dbeen filed seeking a Writ of
Mandamus, to direct the respondents to include the names of the
petitioner in the panel drawn for promotion to the post of
Forester on par with their Jjunior, with all consequential
service and monetary benefits.
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3. According to the petitioners, the petitioners herein are
working as Forest Guards in the respondent department. The 2™
respondent in his Proceedings No.AB2/42753/2020 dated
07.05.2021, the service of the petitioners as Forest Guard was
notionally included in the panel for promotion in the year 2004
and their seniority number 1in the post of Forest Guard was
assigned as 139(B) (1) and 181 (A2A5)1 respectively and the
seniority was assigned above their junior namely K.Arunachalam
and G.Venkatachalam. The aforesaid revised seniority list was
published in the order dated 07.05.2021. Based on the aforesaid
revised seniority list, the petitioners made representations to
the respondents to include their name in the next panel for
promotion to the post of Forest Officer. Further, the
petitioners are likely to be retired from service within one
year and the said representations are still pending, no order
has been passed. Hence, they filed this instant writ petition
before this Court.

4. The learned Additional Government Pleader takes notice
for the respondents would submit that the representations of the
petitioners will be considered by the authorities concerned on
merits and in accordance with law, within a time frame as fixed
by this court.

5. Inview of the above submissions and also considering
the limited scope of prayer, without expressing any opinion on
merits, this Court is inclined direct the 2" respondent to
consider the petitioners representation dated 14.05.2021 and
20.10.2021 and pass appropriate orders on 1its own merits, in
accordance with law, within a period of eight weeks from the
date of receipt of a copy of this order.

6. With the above direction, the writ petition stands
disposed of. No costs. Consequently, connected miscellaneous
petition is closed.

Sd/-
Assistant Registrar (CS-II)

//True Copy//

Sub Assistant Registrar
ata/mst
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1. The Principal Secretary
Environment and Forest Department,
Fort St.George,

Chennai - 600 009.

2. The Principal Chief Conservator,
Forest Department, Panagal Building,
1, Geenis Road, Saidapet,
Chennai - 15.
+2ccs to Mr.T.Dharani, Advocate, S.R.No.26624

+lcc to the Government Pleader, S.R.No.26956

RSV (CO)
SU(04/05/2022)
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