IN THE H GH COURT OF JUDI CATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 20. 09. 2021
CORAM :

THE HON BLE MR SANJI B BANERJEE, CHI EF JUSTI CE
AND
THE HON BLE MR JUSTI CE P. D. AUDI KESAVALU
W P. No. 19870 of 2021

J. Kri shnakumar ... Petitioner
- VS‘

1 The State Vigilance Conmm ssion
293, MKN Road, Chennai
Tam | Nadu — 600 016.

2. Tam | Nadu Water Supply and Sewer age
Board, Rep.by its Director, Kanmaraj
Sal ai, Chepauk, Chennai — 600 005.

3. The District Collector
Coi nbatore District
Coi nbatore — 641 018.

4. The Conmm ssioner
Pol I achi Municipality
Pol | achi — 642 001.

5. The Executive Engi neer
TWAD Board (Under Ground Sewerage Schene)
No.5, A.S.D.Puram Mahalingapuram
Pol I achi — 642 002.

6. M s. Subbi ah Constructions Conpany Ltd
New No. 26, Soundar apandi yan Street
Ashok Nagar, Chennai - 600 033.
Respondent s

Prayer: Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of
India for issuance of a Wit of Mandanus directing the Taml

https://hcservices.ecourts.gov.in/hcservices/



Nadu Water and Sewerage Board (2n respondent) to dispose of the
representation dated 20.07.2021 under the supervision of the 1st
respondent .

For the Petitioner : M.V.Raghavachari

For the Respondents : M. P. Mut hukumar,
St ate Governnent Pl eader
for RR1to 3
M.P.Srinivas for R4

ORDER
(Order of the Court was made by The Hon' bl e Chief Justice)

The grievance of the petitioner is that a representation
made by the petitioner to the State Vigilance Comm ssion about
two nont hs back has not been dealt with by such body.

2. The mtter pertains to the construction of an
underground sewerage project. The petitioner percei ves
irregularities in the procurenment or supply or the work
conducted under the project.

3. There could be various reasons why a citizen may feel

aggrieved. It is also possible that a conpetitor may be excited
to lodge a conplaint whether directly or vicariously. It may
not be appropriate to expect that the State Vigilance Comm ssion
will go into every conplaint to address the sane.

4. However, to the extent that the petitioner perceives
that irregularities may have been commtted in course of the
work under the project Dbeing wundertaken and since it is
necessary to nmmintain a level of accountability in public
projects and where public noney is expended, the petitioner is
permtted to carry a fresh, detailed representation in respect
of the matters conplained of to the Secretary in the Minicipa
Adm nistration and Water Supply Departnent wthin four weeks
from date, whereupon the concerned official will look into the
sane and take appropriate action in accordance wth |aw
Whet her or not the concerned official deens it appropriate to
proceed against any person on the basis of the nmaterial
furnished by the petitioner, the fate of the petitioner's
representation should be conmunicated to the petitioner within a
period of twelve weeks of the receipt of the representation.
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5. It is made clear that the nerits of the allegations
| evelled by the petitioner have not been gone into and, if any
action is required to be taken in respect of the perceived
irregularities, due notices ought to be issued by the concerned
official to the parties likely to be affected by his decision
before any action is initiated.

6. Since M.P.Mithukumar, |earned Governnent Pl eader
represents the official respondents in the present case, he
should communicate this decision to the relevant Secretary
entrusted to deal with the representation in terns of this
or der.

W P. No. 19870 of 2021 is disposed of. There will be no
order as to costs.

Sd/ -
Assi stant Regi strar (CS- CCO

/'l True Copy //

Sub Assistant Registrar
sral kst
To:

1 The State Vigilance Comm ssion
293, MKN Road, Chennai
Tam | Nadu — 600 016.

2. Tam | Nadu Water Supply and Sewerage
Board, Rep.by its Director, Kanaraj
Sal ai, Chepauk, Chennai — 600 005.

3. The District Collector
Coi nbatore District
Coi nbatore — 641 018.

4. The Conm ssi oner

Pol I achi Municipality
Pol  achi — 642 001.
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5. The Executive Engi neer
TWAD Board (Under G ound Sewerage Schene)
No.5, A.S.D.Puram Mahalingapuram
Pol I achi — 642 002.

+1CC to M s. V. Ragavachari, Advocate, SR No. 47991
W P. No. 19870 of 2021

VSN | I (CO)
B. VC (27/ 09/ 2021)
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