IN THE H GH COURT OF JUDI CATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 15.09. 2021
CORAM
THE HON BLE M. JUSTI CE M SUNDAR

W P. NO. 19544 OF 2021
AND
W M P. NCS. 20825 AND 20826 OF 2021

K. Ramapr asadBhat ...Petitioner
-Vs-

1. State of Tam | Nadu,
Represented by Secretary to Governnent,
Muni ci pal Admi nistrati on and Water Supply Dept.,
Secretariat, Fort St. George,
Chennai 600 010.

2. The Comm ssi oner,
G eat er Chennai Muni ci pal Corporation,
Ri ppon Bui | di ngs,
Chennai 600 003.

3. The Assistant Revenue O ficer, Zonal Oficer V,
Great er Chennai Muni ci pal Corporation,
61, Basin Bridge Road,
A d Washer manpet, Chennai 600 021. ... Respondent s

Wit Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution
of India praying to issue a Wit of Certiorari, calling for the
records of the 379 respondent conprised in the Notice No.7/18-
19/ 123381 dated 29.11.2018 and subsequent dermand notice dated
02.02. 2019 and 13.05.2019 and all proceedings pursuant thereto
and quash the sane as illegal, arbitrary and violative of the
principles of natural justice.

For Petitioner : M. Adithya Reddy

https://hcservices.ecourts.gov.in/hcservices/



For Respondent : M .NRR Arun Natarajan
Gover nnment Advocate for Rl
Assi sted by G Sarath Babu
Ms. S. Vai t heeswar i
St andi ng counsel (Chennai Cor poration)
for R2 and R3

ORDER

Captioned wit petition and WWPs therein are in the
adm ssion Board before ne.

2. M.Adithya Reddy, Ilearned counsel for sole wit
petitioner, M. NRR Arun Nataraj an, | earned State counse
assisted by M.G Sarath Babu, who accepts notice on behalf of
first respondent and M. S. Vaitheeswari, |earned Standing counse

for Chennai Corporation, who accepts notice on behalf of
respondents 2 and 3 are before ne.

3. Owing to the short point on which the captioned wit
petition turns, wth the consent of all the aforenentioned
| earned counsel main wit petition is taken up and heard out.

4. Notw thstanding very nmany avernents in the wit
affidavit and notw thstanding very many grounds raised in the
wit affidavit, l|earned counsel for wit petitioner submts that
the inpugned notice being notice dated 29.11.2018 bearing
reference Notice No.7/18-19/123381 enhances property tax for
wit petitioner's property by alnost 150% but the sanme has been
done wi thout notice or opportunity to wit petitioner to object
or put forth his stated position. There is no disputation or
di sagreenent that the inmpugned notice was not preceded by any
other notice and the wit petitioner was not given an
opportunity. This Court has repeatedly held that the procedure
for revision/enhancenent of property tax includes putting the
person/entity concerned on notice and giving an opportunity to
obj ect.

5. In the light of the narrative thus far, follow ng
order is passed:

a) | npugned notice being notice dated 29.11.2018
bearing reference Notice No.7/18-19/123381 is set aside;
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b) I nmpugned notice is being set aside solely on
the ground that the wit petitioner was not given an
opportunity to object and therefore, no opinion or view
has been expressed in this order on the nerits of the
matter;

c) Chennai Corporation shall redo the revision
by following the procedure inter alia under Section 100
of The Chennai Gty Corporation Act, 1919, which was
earlier known as The Madras City Minicipal Act, 1919 and
the Taxation Rules therein which fornms part of Schedul e
IV thereunder. This w il include putting the wit
petitioner on notice and calling for objections fromthe
wit petitioner;

d) Chennai Cor poration shall conplete the
af oresaid exercise as expeditiously as possible and in
any event within twelve(12) weeks fromtoday i.e., on or
bef ore 08.12. 2021,

e) Revision/enhancenent can be from 1/2018-2019
i.e., first half year of 2018-2019 neaning for the half
year from 01.04.2018 to 30.09. 2018;

f) Wit petitioner shall continue to pay half
yearly property tax at the existing rate of Rs.94,915/-
till this exercise is conpleted;

g If there is any default in paynent of half
yearly property tax at the existing rate of Rs.94,915/-
(pendi ng above exercise), the legal consequences wll
foll ow de hors this order.

6. Wit petition disposed of with the above directions.
Consequently, connected WWPs are also disposed of as closed.
There shall be no order as to costs.

Sd/ -
Assi stant Registrar (CS-111)

/'l True Copy //

Sub Assistant Registrar
km
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To

1. The Secretary to Governnent,
State of Tam | Nadu,
Muni ci pal Adm nistration and Water Supply Dept.,
Secretariat, Fort St. George,
Chennai 600 010.

2. The Conm ssi oner,
Great er Chennai Muni ci pal Corporation,
Ri ppon Bui |l di ngs, Chennai 600 003.

3. The Assistant Revenue O ficer, Zonal Oficer V,
Great er Chennai Muni ci pal Corporation,

61, Basin Bridge Road,
A d Washer manpet, Chennai 600 021.

+lcc to Ms. Adithya Reddy, Advocate SR No.47091
+1cc to M s. Vaitheeswari, Advocate SR No.47068

+1cc to the Governnent Pl eader SR No.47188

W P. No. 19544 of 2021

and
W M P. Nos. 20825 and 20826 of 2021

PCH( CO)
RVM 01/ 10/ 2021)
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