IN THE H GH COURT OF JUDI CATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 23-09-2021
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR, JUSTI CE S. M SUBRANVANI AM

WP No. 44646 of 2016
And
WWP No. 38439 of 2016

Sowcar Zai nul Abi deen .. Petitioner
VS.

1. The District Collector,
Vel lore District.

2. The Tahsi |l dar,
Wal aj ah Tal uk,
Vel lore District.

3. The President,
Nandi yal am Panchayat ,
Wal aj ah Tal uk,
Vellore District.

4. The Bl ock Devel opnent O fi cer,
Arcot Bl ock,
Vellore District. .. Respondents

Wit Petition is filed wunder Article 226 of the
Constitution of India, praying for the issuance of a Wit of
Mandanmus, forbearing the third and fourth respondents, their
nmen, servants, agents and subordinates from in any nmanner,
interfering with the exercise of the petitioner's fishing rights
in Survey No. 667, adneasuring 65.98 acres, situated in
Nandi yal am Vi | | age, Wal aj ah Tal uk, Vellore District.

For Petitioner . M. V.Raghavachari

For Respondents-1,2&4 : M. C Kathiravan,
Gover nnent Advocat e.

ORDER
The relief sought for in the present wit petition is to

forbear the third and fourth respondents, their nen, servants,
agents and subordinates from 1in any nmanner, interfering wth
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the exercise of the petitioner's fishing rights in Survey
No. 667, adneasuring 65.98 «crores, situated in Nandiyal am
Village, Walajah Taluk, Vellore District.

2. The petitioner states that the resettlenent
proceedings in the year 1986 have confirnmed the fishing rights
to the grandnother of the petitioner during the year 2007.

3. During the year 2011, the second respondent in
proceedi ngs dated 07.11.2011, after conducting an enquiry, given
a finding to that effect that wherein the fishing rights over
Sowcar Eri is being enjoyed by the petitioner continuously.

4. The | earned counsel for the petitioner states that the
petitioner submtted a representation on 08.12.2016 to the
District Collector. Vellore District and the said representation
is yet to be consi dered.

5. This Court is of the considered opinion that fishing
rights are to be granted strictly in accordance wth the
procedures contenplated and in a transparent manner.

6. It is not as if such fishing rights can be clai ned as
a matter of right by one person. Such rights are to be conferred
in a transparent manner and based on the procedures and the
Rules in this regard.

7. However, the petitioner submtted an application on
08.12.2016 and about five vyears have lapsed. Thus, the
petitioner is at liberty to submt a fresh representation along
with the earlier representation to the District Collector,
Vellore District, who in turn has to consider the sane on nerits
and in accordance with law, within a period of three nonths from
the date of receipt of a copy of this order. However, the grant
of fishing rights nust be in consonance with the procedures as
well as the Rules in force.

8. Wth the abovesaid directions, the wit petition

stands disposed of. However, there shall be no order as to
costs. Consequently, connected m scell aneous petition is closed.

Sd/ -
Assi stant Regi strar (CS-CCC)

/'l True Copy //

Sub Assistant Registrar

Svn
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To

1. The District Collector,
Vel lore District.

2. The Tahsi |l dar,
Wal aj ah Tal uk,
Vel lore District.

3. The President,
Nandi yal am Panchayat ,
Wal aj ah Tal uk,
Vel | ore.

4. The Bl ock Devel opnent O fi cer,
Arcot Bl ock,
Vel lore District.

+1CC to M s. V. Raghavachari, Advocate, SR No. 49344
+1CC to The CGovernnent Pl eader, SR No. 49774
WP 44646 of 2016
PM CO)
B. VC (27/10/2021)
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