A.No0.3301 of 2021
in
C.S. No.161 of 2020

DR.G.JAYACHANDRAN, J.

This Application is to condone the delay of 271 days in filing the
written statement. The cause for delay is twofold as per the affidavit.
First, the parties were engaged in negotiation but went in vain. Second,
due to covid pandemic, the limitation is extended in the light of the

Supreme Court order passed in Suo Moto Writ Petition No.3 of 2020.

2.Learned counsel for the respondent/plaintiff submitted that the
first reason not a ground to condone the delay. However, the second

ground may be taken into consideration for condoning the delay.

3.0n hearing the learned counsels, this Court is.of the view that in
order to give an opportunity to contest the matter on merit, though the
delay is beyond the prescribed period of limitation, the same is condoned

in the light of the supreme court direction. However, the defendants
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shall be liable to pay costs of Rs.2,500/- (Rupees Two Thousand Five

Hundred only) to the plaintiff on or before 19.11.2021. On payment of
costs, written statement will be taken on file.

Call the matter on 22.11.2021 for further proceedings.
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