IN THE H GH COURT OF JUDI CATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 20.10. 2021
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTI CE R MAHADEVAN
W P. No. 6468 of 2021

Vi di yal Peopl e Wl fare Foundati on,

represented by its Managing Director,

A. Miurugesan, having its office at

D. No. 1- 2- 237A, Ur nat ham

Chi nnat handa, Salem Di strict. ... Petitioner

ver sus

1. The Chief Secretary to Governnent
of Tam | nadu, St. George Fort,
Chennai -009.

2. The Chairperson,
The National Human Ri ghts Conmm ssi on,
Manav Adhi kar Bhawan,
Bl ock- C, GPO Conpl ex,
New Del hi 110 023.

3. The Chairperson,
State Human Ri ghts Conmm ssi on,
Bi shop Garden Street,
Raj a Annanal ai Puram
Chennai 600 028. ... Respondents

Prayer: The Wit Petition is filed under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India, seeking for a Wit of Mandanus, directing
the first respondent to consider the representation of the
petitioner Association dated 16.2.2021.

For Petitioner : M. Uday

For Petitioner : M. G Krishnaraja,

CGovt. counsel for R1 & R3

https://hcservices.ecourts.gov.in/hcservices/



ORDER

According to the petitioner Associ ati on, it was
established on 10.02.2021 wth an object to pronote the welfare
of the people suffered during the search of sandal wood snuggl er
Veer appan by the Security Task Force police personnels of
Tam | nadu and Kar nat aka. Since STF staffs nmde |arge scale
harassnment to the villagers and Tribals living in the border
areas of Tam| Nadu and Karnataka by gross violation of their
human rights, various conplaints have been |odged before t he
Human Rights Comm ssion, which in turn, constituted a panel
consisting of the Hon'ble M. Justice A J.Sadhashiva, forner
Judge of Karnataka Hi gh Court and M. C V. Narasi mhan, fornmer CB
Director to enquire into the nmatter. After enquiry, the panel
submtted its report on Decenber 1, 2003 before the Human Ri ghts
Comm ssi on. Subsequently, as directed by the Conm ssion, the said
report was forwarded to the two state Governnents for their
coments. Upon receipt of the same, the Comm ssion directed the
two Governnments to pay conpensation to the victins. Accordingly,
the two State Governnments announced interim reliefs to the
affected victins depending on the atrocities. Pursuant to the
sane, the panel released a victim list of 89 persons to be
conpensated by way of interimrelief. Based on the reconmendati on
of the National Human Rights Conm ssion, the 89 nenbers of the
petitioner Association were paid with Rs.2,80,00,000/- as an
interimrelief.

2.1t is the grievance of the petitioner Association that
the interimrelief of Rs.2,680,00,6000/- granted in the year 2007
was not sufficient to the nenbers of petitioner Association, who
suffered permanent disability, assault, application of electric
current, due to their loss of earning capacity, on account of
various atrocities by JSTF. Pointing out the sane, the
petitioner Association gave a representation on 16.02.2021 to
the first respondent to grant further conpensation and also
provi de them job opportunities. However, the sane is kept pending
wi thout any action. Therefore, the petitioner Association has
come up with this wit petition seeking appropriate direction to
the first respondent in this regard.

3. The |earned counsel for the petitioner submtted that

the Governnents of Tam | Nadu and Karnat aka have al ready rel eased
Rs.5 crores each towards paynent of conpensation to the victins
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vide G O Ms.No.928 dated 26.08.2000 and HD.389 SST 2000 dated
26.08.2000, as per the direction of the National Human Rights
Conm ssi on. But , the wvictims were paid only a sum of
Rs. 2,80, 00,000/- by way of interimrelief. Therefore, the first
respondent be directed to consider the representation of the
petitioner Association seeking further conpensation and other
relief.

4.0n the other hand, the |earned Governnent counsel
appearing for the respondents 1 and 3, fairly submtted that the
first respondent would consider the claim of the petitioner on
nmerits and pass appropriate orders, within a reasonable tine to
be fixed by this court.

5.Since the issue involved herein is wth regard to
paynent of reasonabl e conpensation to the affected persons at the
time of searching Sandal Wod Snmuggl er Veerappans and taking note
of the subm ssions made by the |earned counsel on either side
this <court directs the first respondent to consider the
representation of the petitioner Association dated 16.02.2021 and
pass appropriate orders on nerits and in accordance with |aw,
after affording an opportunity of hearing to the petitioner,
within a period of four weeks fromthe date of receipt of a copy
of this order.

6. The Wit Petition stands disposed of accordingly. No

costs.
Sd/ -
Assi stant Regi strar
/| True Copy//
Sub Assistant Registrar
nmsr
To

1. The Chief Secretary to Governnent
of Tam | nadu, St. George Fort,
Chennai -09.

https://hcservices.ecourts.gov.in/hcservices/



2. The Chairperson,
The National Human Ri ghts Conm ssi on,
Manav Adhi kar Bhawan,
Bl ock-C, GPO Conpl ex,
New Del hi 110 023.

3. The Chairperson,
State Human Ri ghts Conmm ssi on,
Bi shop Garden Street,
Raj a Annanal ai Puram
Chennai 600 028.

+lcc to Ms. Karan and Uday, Advocate, S.R No.53792
+1lcc to the Governnent Pleader, S.R No.53910

W P. No. 6468 of 2021

VSNI | ( CO)
SB(10/ 11/ 2021)
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