IN THE H GH COURT OF JUDI CATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 30-09-2021
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR, JUSTI CE S. M SUBRAVANI AM

WP No. 14191 of 2015
And
MP No.1 of 2015

The South Zone Match Splints and
Veneers Trader's Welfare Associ ati on,
Represented by its Secretary,
Reg. No. 65/ 2004,
| -5, Industrial Estate,
Kovi |l patti — 628 501,
Tuticorin District. .. Petitioner

VS.

1. The Menber Secretary,
Central Enpowered Conmittee,
Il Floor, Chanakya Bhawan,
Chanakyapuri ,
New Del hi — 110 021.

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of the Forest,
Panagal Mali gai,
Sai dapet,
Chennai — 600 015.

3. The Chai r nan,
Tam | Nadu El ectricity Board,
144, Anna Sal ai,
Chennai - 600 002.

4. The Chi ef Engi neer / Commercial, For
Chai rman and Managi ng Director,
Tam | Nadu Ceneration and Distribution
Cor poration Limted,
Techni cal Branch,
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No. 144, Anna Sal ai,
Chennai - 2. .. Respondents

Wit Petition is filed wunder Article 226 of the
Constitution of India, praying for the issuance of a Wit of
Mandanus, directing the respondents 2 to 4 to conduct the survey
of the Industries indulging in manufacturing of Match Splits and
Veneers function within the State of Tam |l Nadu and to take
i medi at e action i ncl udi ng t he prosecution for their
I nvol venents and violation of the Rules wunder Tam| Nadu
Regul ati on of Wod Based I ndustries Rule, 2010 forthw th.

For Petitioner : M. V. Manohar

For Respondent -2 . M. C Kat hiravan,
Gover nnment Advocat e.

For Respondents-1,3 and 4 : No Appearance

ORDER
The grievance of the petitioner is that the application
subm tted, seeking permssion to run the Industry is yet to be
consi der ed.

2. The learned counsel for the petitioner states that
many nunber of such applications are being kept pending and the
respondents so far have not considered the sane.

3. The second respondent-Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests filed counter-affidavit stating that the aim of the
Tam | Nadu Regul ation of Wod Based Industries Rules, 2010 is to
regul ate the Wod Based Industries as defined under Rule 2(h) of
t he abovesai d Rul es.

4. It is not neant for cottage industries, but intended
to regulate the Wod Based Industries. In this regard, the
Hon' bl e Suprenme Court of India also passed an order, which is
referred by the second respondent in their counter-affidavit and
even as per the counter-affidavit filed by the second
respondent, actions are to be initiated to consider the
applications, if any, filed by the petitioner and a decision is
to be taken strictly in accordance with law and the Rules in
force.
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5. It is relevant to extract paragraphs-4, 5 and 6 of the
counter-affidavit filed by the second respondent, which read as
under: -

“4, 1 respectfully submt that the
Hon' bl e Suprene Court of India, New Delhi in
its order dated 30.10.2002 in WP.(C No.202
of 1995 have issued various directions and the
operative portion of the directions on Saw
MIls, Veneer and Ply Wod Industries read as
foll ows: -
“No State Governnent or
Union Territory shall perm t
unlicensed Saw MIIls, Veneer or
Pl ywood Industry to operate and
they are directed to close all
such unlicensed Units forthwth.
No State CGovernnent or
Union Territory will permt the
opening of any Saw MI1ls, Veneer
or Plywod Industries wthout
prior permssion of the Centra
Enmpowered Committee. The Chief
Secretary of each State wll
ensure strict conpliance of this
direction. There shall also be
no relaxation of Rules wth
regard to the grant of I|icense
wi t hout previous concurrence of
the Central Enpowered Conmtt ee.
It shall be open to
apply to this Court for
rel axation and/or appropri ate

nodi fi cation or orders gqua
pl ant ati ons or gr ant of
licenses.”

5. | respectfully submt that the

Central Enpowered Conmttee, New Del hi vide
their letter No.2-31/CEC/ 2007 dated 03.05. 2007
had constituted the State Level Commttee for
Wod Based Industries in the State of Tam|
Nadu. Subsequent | vy, as requested by the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, the
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Central Enpowered Conmttee in their letter
No. 2- 1/ CEC/ SC/ 2007 dat ed 27.06. 2007 had
nom nated the Additional Pri nci pal Chi ef
Conservator of Forests (Forest Conservation
Act), Ofice of t he Princi pal Chi ef
Conservator of Forests as the Chairman of the
Commttee in the place of the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests.
6. | respectfully submt that Taml
Nadu Regulation of Wod Based Industries
Rul es, 2010 is enacted in the State of Taml
Nadu wth effect from 21.10.2010 by the
Governnment in G O Ms. No. 156, Environnent and
Forest (FR13) Departnent, dated 21.10.2010
published in Tam | Nadu Governnent Gazette
No. 323, Extraordinary on 21.10.2010. The Wod
Based Industries regulated by the provisions
of Tam | Nadu Regulation of Wod Based
I ndustries Rules, 2010, which reads as
foll ows: -
“.... Rule 2(1)(h) *“Wod
based industries” neans saw ml |,
veneer i ndustri es, pl ywood
i ndustries, particle board units,
Medi um Density Fibre Units, block
board units, paper pulp and rayon
units and includes any other unit
involved in cutting, re-sawi ng or
converting timber.
(2) Words and expressions
used in these rules, but not
defined shall have the neanings
assigned to them in the Taml
Nadu Forest Act, 1882 (Tam | Nadu
Act V of 1882).
Rule 3: Restriction on
est abl i shnent of Whod Based
I ndustries. —No per son shal |
establish or operate any wood
based industries including the
existing unit, wunless a |icence
Is obtained by him in accordance
with these rules.
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Rule 4: Application for
grant of licence.—{1) Any person,
seeking a |licence under these
rules, shall make an application
to the Licencing Oficer in Form
I. The person seeking |icence,
shall pay such fee as may be
specified by the Governnent from
tinme to tinme, al ong with
application. The fees paid shall
not be r ef unded under any
Ci rcunst ances.

(2) The licence shall be
granted by the Licencing Oficer

in Forml | after sati sfying
hinmself that the application is
in accordance wth all t he

regul atory nmechanismin force for
the time being and that the
est abl i shnment of wood based

i ndustries wll not have any
adverse inpact on forests. The
licence will be wvalid for a

period of five years.”

6. In view of the counter-affidavit filed by the second
respondent and considering the fact that the petitioner filed an
application, the respondents 2 to 4 are directed to consider the
application submtted by the petitioner, verify the docunents
and pass appropriate orders strictly in accordance with |aw and
the Rules and Regulations as expeditiously as possible and
preferably within a period of three nonths from the date of
recei pt of a copy of this order.

7. Wth the above directions, the wit petition stands
di sposed of. However, there shall be no order as to costs.
Consequent |y, connected m scel | aneous petition is closed.

Sd/ -
Assi stant Registrar (CS-11)

/'l True Copy //

Sub Assistant Registrar
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Svn
To

1. The Menber Secretary,
Central Enpowered Conmittee,
Il Floor, Chanakya Bhawan,
Chanakyapuri ,
New Del hi — 110 021

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of the Forest,
Panagal Mali gai,
Sai dapet,
Chennai - 600 015.

3. The Chai r man
Tam | Nadu El ectricity Board,
144, Anna Sal ai,
Chennai — 600 002.

4. The Chief Engi neer / Commercial, For
Chai rman and Managi ng Director,
Tam | Nadu Ceneration and Distribution
Corporation Limted,
Techni cal Branch,
No. 144, Anna Sal ai,
Chennai - 2.

+1CC to M. V. Manohar, Advocate, SR No. 50991

WP 14191 of 2015
NRL( CO)
B. VC (18/10/2021)
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