IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT PATNA
CRIMINAL MISCELLANEOUS No. 18892 of 2021

Arising Out of PS. Case No.-227 Year-2018 Thana- CHAUSA District- Madhepura

Sunil Singh, Male, aged about 36 years, Son of Khantar Singh, Resident of
Village - Khoparia, PS- Chousa, District- Madhepura.

...... Petitioner/s
Versus
The State of Bihar
...... Opposite Party/s
Appearance :
For the Petitioner/s : Mr. Abdul Mannan Khan, Advocate
For the State : Ms. Renuka Ratnakar, APP

CORAM: HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE AHSANUDDIN AMANULLAH
ORAL JUDGMENT

Date : 04-08-2021

The matter has been heard via video conferencing.

2. Heard Mr. Abdul Mannan Khan, learned counsel for
the petitioner and Ms. Renuka Ratnakar, learned Additional Public
Prosecutor (hereinafter referred to as the ‘APP’) for the State.

3. The petitioner is in custody in connection with
Chausa PS Case No. 227 of 2018 dated 29.08.2018, instituted
under Sections 302, 120B/34 of the Indian Penal Code and 27 of
the Arms Act, 1959.

4. This is the second attempt for bail by the petitioner as
earlier such prayer was rejected by judgment and order dated
19.06.2020 passed in Cr. Misc. No. 8403 of 2020.

5. As the Court in order dated 19.06.2020 had directed

for expediting the trial, a report was called for from the Court
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below with regard to the status/position of the trial as also likely
time by which it was expected to be concluded.

6. Pursuant to the same, a report has been received from
the learned District and Sessions Judge, Madhepura dated
15.07.2021, in which it has been stated that charge has been
framed against the petitioner and one other co-accused on
03.07.2021 and the case has been fixed for prosecution evidence
for whom summons have been handed over to the learned Public
Prosecutor, Madhepura. It has further been stated that because of
surge in the pandemic relating to COVID-19, there is difficulty
being faced in examination and cross-examination of witnesses in
the Court room and, thus, some time would be required for
disposal. It has been indicated that when the same resumes, the
time for concluding the trial was likely to take 12 months.

7. Learned counsel for the petitioner submitted that the
Court may fix a time period for conclusion of the trial.

8. Having considered the facts and circumstances of the
case and submissions of learned counsel for the parties as also
merits of the matter as has been discussed in the last order of
rejection dated 19.06.2020, the Court is not inclined to reconsider
the prayer for grant of bail to the petitioner.

9. Accordingly, the petition stands dismissed.
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10. However, in view of the report of the learned
District and Sessions Judge, Madhepura, it is directed that the trial
be expedited and concluded at the earliest preferably within 15
months from today.

11. Registry shall communicate the order to the Court

below for compliance forthwith.

(Ahsanuddin Amanullah, J.)
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