
HON’BLE SRI  JUSTI CE P. NAVEEN RAO 

  

W RI T PETI TI ON No .2 4 8 9  o f  2 0 2 0  
 

ORDER:  

 
 

Heard Sri Kowturu Pavan Kum ar, learned counsel for the 

pet it ioner, and the learned Governm ent  Pleader for Services – I I  

represent ing the learned Governm ent  Pleader for Revenue. 

 

2. The pet it ioner is working as a Village Revenue Officer in 

Singabupalem  Village, Bhadradri Kothagudem  Dist r ict . He belonged to 

the or iginal unit  of Kham m am  Dist r ict  before the dist r icts were 

bifurcated and new dist r icts were form ed. As a consequent  to the 

form at ion of new dist r icts, while allocat ing the staff to the newly 

form ed dist r icts, the Dist r ict  Collector of the erstwhile Kham m am  was 

t reated as a Nodal Officer to deal with all service m at ters in respect  of 

the em ployees working in the new dist r icts unt il final allocat ion of 

em ployees is m ade. 

 

3. I n other words, the Dist r ict  Collector, Kham m am , cont inues to 

be the disciplinary authority over the Village Revenue Officer, even if 

he is working in a different  dist r ict  but  that  dist r ict  form ed part  of the 

erstwhile Kham m am  Dist r ict  before the bifurcat ion of new dist r icts. 

 

4. That  being so, by order dated 17.01.2020, im pugned in the writ  

pet it ion, the Dist r ict  Collector, Bhadradri Kothagudem , im posed 

punishm ent  of dism issal from  service. He refers to an approval stated 

to have been granted on the proposal m ade by the Dist r ict  Collector,  

Bhadradri Kothagudem , to im pose punishm ent  of dism issal and 

accordingly, he im posed the punishm ent . I n other words, the order is 

not  passed by the Dist r ict  Collector, Kham m am , but  was passed by the 

Dist r ict  Collector, Bhadradri Kothagudem . Mere approval to pass such 
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an order cannot  validate an order  per se illegal, as the Dist r ict  

Collector, Bhadradri Kothagudem  is not  the disciplinary authority over 

the Village Revenue Officer. Therefore, the order im pugned is set  aside 

and the m at ter is rem anded to the Dist r ict  Collector, Kham m am ,  

to take appropriate course of act ion, as warranted by law, on the 

disciplinary act ion init iated against  the pet it ioner.  

 

Accordingly, the writ  pet it ion is allowed.  There shall be no order 

as to costs. 

 

The m iscellaneous pet it ions, if any, pending in this writ  pet it ion 

shall stand closed. 

________________ 
P. NAVEEN RAO, J 

February 19, 2020 

DSK 


