
W.P(MD).No.18331 of 2020

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED: 14.12.2020

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE ABDUL QUDDHOSE

W.P(MD).No.18331 of 2020

Baskar Vincent .. Petitioner

Vs.
The District Revenue Officer,
Thoothukudi District. .. Respondent

PRAYER:  Writ Petition  filed under Article 226 of Constitution of

India for issuance of Writ of Mandamus, directing the Respondent to
renew  the  Petitioner's  Licence  for  possessing  .22  rifle  under
Licence  No.293/2001/TUT  by  considering  the  Petitioner's
representation dated 07/11/2019 and 20/11/2020.

For Petitioner :  Mr.G.Prabhu Rajadurai
For Respondent :  Mr.M.Rajarajan

Additional Government Pleader

ORDER

This writ petition has been filed for a Mandamus seeking for
a direction to the respondent to renew the Petitioner's Licence for
possessing .22 rifle under Licence No.293/2001/TUT by considering
the Petitioner's representation dated 07/11/2019 and 20/11/2020.

2.Heard  Mr.G.Prabhu  Rajadurai,  learned  counsel  for  the
petitioner  and  Mr.M.Rajarajan,  learned  Additional  Government
Pleader, who accepts notice on behalf of the respondent.

3.By consent of both parties, this writ petition is taken up
for final disposal at the admission stage itself.

4.It is the case of the petitioner that he is having a Salt
Manufacturing Industry and for his safety, he has been possessing a
gun .22 rifle licence, since 2001.  It is also his case that the
licence has been periodically renewed and the last such renewal was
for  the  period  from  2016-2019,  which  expired  on  31.12.2019.
According  to  the  petitioner,  he  applied  for  renewal  of  his  gun
licence in advance on 07.11.2019 to the respondent and has also paid
the requisite fee of Rs.500/-.  However, according to him, despite
representations dated 07.11.2019 and 20.11.2020 to the respondent,
till date, his application for renewal has not been considered.  In
such circumstances, this writ petition has been filed.

5.The relief sought for in this writ petition is an innocuous
relief.  The petitioner claims that he is in possession of a gun
Licence ever since 2001, which has been renewed periodically.  He
has submitted an application with the respondent seeking for renewal
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on 07.11.2019 by paying necessary fee of      Rs.500/-.  However, it
is his case that despite his representations dated 07.11.2019 and
20.11.2020, the respondent has not renewed his gun Licence.  No
prejudice  will be caused to the respondent, if the petitioner's
application seeking for renewal of his gun Licence which expired on
31.12.2019 is considered by him on merits and in accordance with
law.

6.For  the  foregoing  reasons,  this  Court  directs  the
respondent  to  consider  the  petitioner's  application  dated
07.11.2019, seeking for renewal of his .22 rifle licence and pass
final  orders  on  merits  and  in  accordance  with  law  after  giving
sufficient opportunity to the petitioner including grant him the
right of personal hearing, within a period of eight weeks from the
date of receipt of a copy of this order.

7.With  the  aforesaid  direction,  this  writ  petition  is
disposed of. No costs.

Sd/-

Assistant Registrar (CS III)

// True Copy //

                 /   /2020
Sub Assistant Registrar(CS)

TM

Note: In view of the present lock down owing to COVID-19 pandemic,

a web copy of the order may be utilized for official purposes,

but, ensuring that the copy of the order that is presented is

the  correct  copy,  shall  be  the  responsibility  of  the

advocate/litigant concerned.

To
The District Revenue Officer,
Thoothukudi District.

+1  CC  to  M/s.GP  (  SR-25569[F]  dated
15/12/2020 )

+1  CC  to  M/s.G.PRABHU  RAJADURAI,  Advocate
( SR-25781[F] dated 16/12/2020 )
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