
THE HON' BLE JUSTI CE G.SRI  DEVI   

Cr im in a l  Pet i t ion  No .2 9 1 4  o f  2 0 1 9  

ORDER:  

 
 

 This Crim inal Pet it ion, under Sect ion 438 of the Code of 

Crim inal Procedure, 1973, is filed by the pet it ioner/ accused, for grant  

of ant icipatory bail in the event  of his arrest  in Crim e No.2724 of 

2019 of PS, APTS, RR South, pending on the file of the Principal 

Junior Civil Judge-cum -XI V Addit ional Met ropolitan Magist rate at  

Cyberabad, registered for the offence punishable under Sect ion 135 

of the Elect r icity Act , 2003. 

 

2 . Heard the learned counsel for the pet it ioner/ accused, the 

learned Addit ional Public Prosecutor represent ing the respondent -

State and perused the record. 

 

3 . The case of the prosecut ion, in br ief, is that  the de- facto 

com plainant  is working as AAE/ I I / DPE in Elect r icity departm ent .  On a 

com plaint  received from  SE/ DPE and upon oral inst ruct ions, the de-

facto com plainant , along with the ADE, inspected M/ s.Kam al I ce 

Manufactur ing I ndust r ies at  prem ises bearing H.No.8-13-96/ 3, Beside 

Moin Funct ion Hall,  Shivaram pally, Hyderabad, having elect r icity 

Service Connect ion No.340302452 with USC No.102708724.  The 

pet it ioner/ accused is the owner of the said prem ises.  Upon 

inspect ion, the de- facto com plaint  not iced that  a service wire 

rem oved from  the elect r icity m eter bearing SC No.340306304 was 

kept  idle and arrange for cut  out  direct ly to change over the I ce Plant  

load point .  The idle m eter SC No.340306304 belongs to the adjacent  

shed, which was previously being used for plast ic indust ry.  
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Apprehending direct  tapping of LT OH Line service m eter bearing SC 

No.340306304, a com plaint  was lodged on 23.05.2019.  Basing upon 

the said com plaint  lodged by the de- facto com plainant , a case in 

Crim e No.2724 of 2019 of PS, APTS RR South, pending on the file of 

the Principal Junior Civil Judge-cum -XI V Addit ional Met ropolitan 

Magist rate at  Cyberabad, was registered against  the 

pet it ioner/ accused for the offence punishable under Sect ion 135 of 

the Elect r icity Act , 2003. 

 

4 . The learned counsel for the pet it ioner/ accused would subm it  

that  the subject  cr im e has been registered in a m echanical m anner, 

without  applicat ion of m ind and for stat ist ical purpose.  The 

pet it ioner/ accused is not  running the I ce m anufacturing indust ry by 

him self and has leased out  the subject  prem ises to one Mohd.Moin 

Quraishi and as such, the pet it ioner/ accused is not  involved in the 

alleged theft  of elect r icity.  But  however, his nam e is shown as 

beneficiary, as he is the owner of the subject  prem ises and the 

subject  elect r icity m eter stands in his nam e.  Sect ion 154 of the 

Elect r icity Act , 2003, perm its com pounding the offence under Sect ion 

135 of the said Act , if the sam e is first  offence.  The subject  cr im inal 

case is registered against  the pet it ioner/ accused without  extending 

an opportunity to com pound the offence.  M/ s.Kam al I ce 

Manufactur ing I ndust ry is in existence for the past  thir ty years and no 

cr im e is registered against  it  ever in the past .  The pet it ioner/ accused 

is facing a civil liabilit y, which has been provisionally assessed at  

Rs.47,90,413/ -  towards elect r icity consum pt ion charges.  The 

pet it ioner/ accused has got  substant ial case to defend him self and has 

got  fair  chances of success.  The pet it ioner/ accused is the sole 
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breadwinner for his fam ily and he has nothing to do with the alleged 

theft  of elect r icity and ult im ately prayed to grant  ant icipatory bail to 

the pet it ioner/ accused under Sect ion 438 of Cr.P.C. 

 

5 . The learned Addit ional Public Prosecutor vehem ent ly opposed 

for grant  of ant icipatory bail to the pet it ioner/ accused contending that  

the elect r icity m eter was tam pered and that  the elect r icity 

departm ent  has assessed the provisional loss to the departm ent  to a 

tune of Rs.47,90,413/ - . 

 

6 . Adm it tedly, the loss est im ated by the elect r icity departm ent  for 

the alleged illegal act  com m it ted by the pet it ioner/ accused is huge, 

i.e., to a tune of Rs.47,90,413/ - .  The gravity of offence is high.  A 

full- fledged t r ial is required to prove the guilt  or innocence of the 

pet it ioner/ accused.  Looking into the nature of accusat ions levelled 

against  the pet it ioner/ accused, I  am  not  inclined to grant  ant icipatory 

bail to the pet it ioner/ accused at  this stage.  However, if the 

pet it ioner/ accused surrenders before the Court  below and m oves an 

applicat ion for bail,  the Court  below shall decide the said applicat ion, 

on the sam e day, on m erits and in accordance with law, without  

being influenced by any of the observat ions m ade supra.  

 

7 . With the above observat ion, the Crim inal Pet it ion is dism issed.  

Miscellaneous pet it ions, if any, pending in this Crim inal Pet it ion, 

shall stand closed. 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

JUSTI CE G.SRI  DEVI  

17 th June, 2019 
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