HON'BLE SRI JUSTICE M. S. RAMACHANDRA RAO

WRIT PETITION No. 30990 of 2018

ORDER:

This writ petition is filed challenging the order dated 31.07.2018 passed
by the respondent No.2 alleging that there was tampering of the meter cover
seals and gaining access to meter internal mechanism suppressing the actual
consumption to the service of the petitioner and assessing petitioner’s civil
liability at Rs.1,48,567/- and directing the petitioner to pay the same to the
respondent authorities. It is also stated that there is disconnection of the
electricity supply to the service connection of the petitioner on 25.5.2018 on
the ground that there was theft of electricity, which is punishable under Section
135 of the Hectricity Act, 2003.( for short “the Act’).

In similar matters, this Court has directed the petitioner to pay 25% of
the provisionally assessed amount directing the'respondents to refer the matter
to the Soecial Court constituted Under Section 154(5) of the Act for
determination of the civil liability and till such determination, the electricity
service connection of the petitioner shall not be disconnected.

In this view of the matter, this writ petition is disposed of directing the
petitioner to pay 25% of the provisionally assessed amount to the respondent
No.3; on payment of the same, the 3™ respondent shall restore power supply to
the petitioner’s service connection and shall not disconnect the same while
referring the matter to the Soecial Court constituted under Section 154(5) of the
Act. No costs.

Miscellaneous Petitions, if any, pending in this writ petition shall stand

closed.
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