
HONOURABLE SRI JUSTICE P. KESHAVA RAO 

WRIT PETITION No. 11925 of 2015 

ORDER:  

 

 Heard  the lea rned  c ounsel appearing  for the petitioner and  

the lea rned  Assistant Solic itor Genera l appearing  for the 

respondents 1 and  2. 

2. The p rayer sought in the writ petition is as under: 

 “ For the reasons sta ted  in the ac c ompanying a ffidavit, 

it is hereby p rayed  tha t this Court may be p leased  to issue 

any appropria te writ, order or d irec tion more partic ula rly in 

the na ture of writ of mandamus, dec la ring  the ac tion of the 

respondent No.2 in not taking ac tion on the c omp la ints made 

by the petitioner da ted  18.06.2014, 10.02.2015 and  23.02.2015, 

as illega l,  a rb itra ry, and  c onsequently d irec t the respondent 

No.3 to take ac tion on the c omp la ints made by the petitioner 

forthwith and  pass suc h other order or orders as this Court 

may deems fit and  p roper in the c irc umstanc es of the c ase.”  

 

3. The ma in grievanc e of the petitioner is tha t the sec ond  

respondent is not taking ac tion in sp ite of lodg ing c ompla ints da ted  

18.06.2014, 10.02.2015 and  23.02.2015 aga inst the third  respondent 

on the ground  tha t the third  respondent ob ta ined  passport for filing  

a  fa lse a ffidavit in Form Annexure – D by forg ing  his signa tures 

sta ting  tha t they a re married .  She a lso a ffixed  a  morphed  joint 

photograph a long with the a ffidavit. 

4. Learned  c ounsel appearing  for the petitioner c ontended  tha t 

as per Sec tion 12 (1)(b ) of the Passports Ac t, whoever knowing ly 

furnishes any fa lse information or suppresses any materia l 

information with a  view to ob ta ining  a  passport or travel doc ument 

under this Ac t or without lawful authority a lters or a ttempts to a lter 



  2 

or c auses to a lter the entries made in a  passport or travel 

doc ument; sha ll be punishab le with imprisonment for a  term whic h 

may extend  to two years or with fine whic h may extend  to five 

thousand  rupees or with both. 

5. Therefore, in the c ase on hand , sinc e the third  respondent has 

resorted  to va rious irregula rities and  illega lities as sta ted  supra , the 

sec ond  respondent is liab le to take ac tion aga inst the third  

respondent. 

6. Per c ontra , the lea rned  Assistant Solic itor Genera l appearing  

for the respondents 1 and  2 p lac ed  on rec ord  the written 

instruc tions issued  by the sec ond  respondent, da ted  03.12.2018 

sta ting  tha t pursuant to the app lic a tion da ted  28.10.2014 of the 

petitioner under the R.T.I Ac t, he was intima ted  tha t no ac tion to 

impound  the passport of the third  respondent has been taken.  

Sinc e, there is no spec ific  p rovision under the Ac t enab ling  him to 

pass suc h an order, the passport authority c an impound / revoke the 

passport on a  spec ific  order by a  c ompetent Court.   

7. Having heard  both the lea rned  c ounsel and  from the perusa l 

of the materia l on rec ord , the grievanc e of the petitioner is tha t in 

the light of the a llega tions made by him in the c omp la int, no ac tion 

has been taken.  A perusa l of the p rovision under Sec tion 12(1)(b ) of 

the Passport Ac t, It is evident tha t the sec ond  respondent is 

enjoined  with duty to take ac tion aga inst a  c ompla int rela ting  to 

g iving  of fa lse information or suppressing any materia l information 

lead ing  to ob ta ining  a  passport, is entitled  to take pena l ac tion 

aga inst the c onc erned  person.  If tha t being so, when a  spec ific  
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a llega tion is made by the petitioner by g iving  rep resenta tions, the 

sec ond  respondent is duty bound  to c onsider the same and  pass 

appropria te orders. 

8. Under these c irc umstanc es, this Court is inc lined  to d irec t the 

sec ond  respondent to c onsider the c omp la ints, da ted  18.06.2014, 

10.02.2015 and  23.02.2015 submitted  by the petitioner and  pass 

appropria te orders, as per law, within a  period  of three months from 

the da te of rec eip t of a  c opy of this order.   

9. With the above sa id  observa tion, the writ petition is d isposed  

of.  There sha ll be no order as to c osts.  

 Misc ellaneous petitions, if any, sha ll a lso stand  d ismissed .  

 

__________________ 

P. KESHAVA RAO, J 

 

Date:05.12.2018 

c c m 
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