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O R D E R 

 

 

 This writ petition is filed  c ha lleng ing the p roc eed ings in 

Rc .No.A2/ 971/ 2018 da ted  23.03.2018 issued  by the 5th respondent – Distric t 

Educ a tiona l Offic er, wherein and  whereby, the petitioner was suspended  

pend ing inquiry on c erta in a llega tions. 

 

 Learned  c ounsel for the petitioner submits tha t as per Rule 13 

Clause 17(a ) of Telangana Civil Servic es (Classific a tion, Contro l and  

Appea l) Rules, 1991 (for short ‘ the Rules’ ), only the 3rd  respondent – 

Regiona l Joint Direc tor of Sc hool Educ a tion, is the c ompetent authority to 

issue orders of suspension, whereas in the p resent the Distric t Educ a tiona l 

Offic er, issued  the impugned p roc eed ings and  henc e the same is without 

jurisd ic tion. 

 

 On the other hand , lea rned  Assistant Government Pleader for 

Servic es relying  on Rules 14 and  15 of Rules, submit tha t Distric t 

Educ a tiona l Offic er, is c ompetent to suspend  the petitioner pend ing 

inquiry and  henc e the impugned  suspension may not be interfered  with. 

 

 Clause 17(a ) of Rule 13 of Rules, reads as under: 

 

Class of members of the State 

Servic es 

Authority whic h may plac e under 

suspension under Rule 8 

17 (a ) Other members of Sta te 

Servic es hold ing initia l Gazetted  

post 

Reg iona l authority or where no 

reg iona l authority exists, the Head  

of the department. 
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 A read ing of the above p rovision makes it c lea r tha t in c ase of 

members of Sta te Servic es hold ing  initia l gazetted  post, the c ompetent 

authority for p lac ing them under suspension would  be the reg iona l 

authority, or where no reg iona l authority exists, the Head  of the 

Department c onc erned , would  be the c ompetent authority.  

 

 In the p resent c ase, petitioner is working  as Head  Master, Grade –II 

Gazetted .  Therefore, the c ompetent authority as per Rule 13, Clause 

17(a ) of the Rules, would  be the reg iona l authority, or where no reg iona l 

authority exists, the Head  of the Department, would  be c ompetent to 

issue orders of suspension.  In the p resent c ase, the reg iona l authority is the 

3rd  respondent - Reg iona l Joint Direc tor of Sc hool Educ a tion, and  the 

Head  of the Department, is the 2nd  respondent - Direc tor of Sc hool 

Educ a tion or the Government.  Therefore, under c lause 17(a ) of Rule 13, 

either of the above sa id  authorities, would  be c ompetent, to pass the 

impugned order of suspension, pend ing inquiry.  But, the 5th respondent - 

Distric t Educ a tiona l Offic er, passed  the impugned order of suspension.  As 

per the above p rovision, he is neither the reg iona l authority, nor the head  

of the department.  Henc e, the impugned  order is without jurisd ic tion. 

 

 Rule 14 of the Rules has no app lic a tion to the fac ts of the p resent 

c ase, sinc e the sa id  p rovision dea ls with c ompetent authority to pass 

orders of suspension in respec t of subord ina te servic es.  Petitioner herein is 

hold ing  the gazetted  post, and  does not fa ll in subord ina te servic es.  

Under Rule 15 of the Rules, the appointing  authority or any authority to 

whic h it is subord ina te inc lud ing  the Government, may p lac e the member 

of a  servic e, to whom the Rules app ly, under suspension.  The Distric t 

Educ a tiona l Offic er in the p resent c ase, who issued  the impugned  
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suspension order, is neither the appointing  authority or is subord ina te to 

the appointing  authority.  Therefore, Rule 15 of the Rules a lso has no 

app lic a tion. 

 

 Sinc e the impugned order passed  by the 5th respondent is without 

jurisd ic tion, the same is set aside. 

 

 However, this order will not p rec lude the c ompetent authority to 

take appropria te ac tion in ac c ordanc e with law. 

 

 Writ petition is ac c ord ing ly a llowed  to the extent ind ic a ted  above. 

 

 Misc ellaneous petitions pend ing , if any, sha ll stand  c losed .  No c osts. 
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