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JUDGMENT:  
 

  

This Civil Miscellaneous Appeal, under Sect ion 23 of the 

Railway Claim s Tribunal Act , 1987, is filed by the appellants-

applicants, challenging the order, dated 03.01.2014, passed in 

M.A.No.11 of 2013 in D.D.R.No.498 of 2012 by the Railway Claim s 

Tribunal, Secunderabad Bench at  Secunderabad ( ‘the Tribunal’,  for 

brevity) , whereby, the pet it ion for condonat ion of delay of 2757 

days in filing the claim  pet it ion by the appellants-claim ants, was 

dism issed. 

 

2 . Heard both sides.  Perused the record. 

 

3 . I t  is pert inent  to state that  when a person on whom  the 

appellants-applicants are dependants, dies in an untoward incident  

of accidental fall from  a t rain, the appellants-applicants would be in 

state of t raum a, suffer ing and m ental agony.  Under those 

circum stances, they m ay not  be in a posit ion to engage an 

advocate to file a claim  pet it ion claim ing com pensat ion before the 

Tribunal, within the st ipulated t im e.  Since the Railways Act , 1989, 

is a beneficial legislat ion, the Tribunal, while dealing with delay 

condonat ion applicat ions, should adopt  a liberal approach and not  a 

hyper- technical view.  I f there is no deliberate delay with som e 

ulter ior m ot ive, the delay should norm ally be condoned.  

Substant ial just ice lies in deciding the m at ter on m erits rather than 

disposing it  of on technicalit ies.  Considering the reasons narrated 

in the affidavit  filed by the appellants-applicants in the claim  
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pet it ion before the Tribunal, the Tribunal ought  not  have dism issed 

the applicat ion for condonat ion of delay.  Having regard to the 

subm issions now m ade by the learned counsel for the appellants-

applicants, this Court  is sat isfied that  sufficient  cause is shown for 

condonat ion of delay.  

 

4 . Accordingly, the appeal is allowed and the im pugned order is 

set  aside.  The delay of 2757 days in filing the claim  pet it ion before 

the Tribunal by the appellants-applicants is condoned.  The 

Tribunal is directed to num ber the claim  pet it ion and dispose of the 

sam e on m erits, in accordance with law, as expedit iously as 

possible.  No costs.    

    Pending Miscellaneous Pet it ions, if any, shall stand closed.  

 
____________________ 
Dr . SHAMEEM AKTHER, J  

11 th October, 2018 
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