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HONOURABLE Dr. JUSTICE B.SIVA SANKARA RAO 

Criminal Pet it ion No.3687 of 2018 

ORDER : 

 Heard both sides. 

          2. The crime registered was on 09.12.2017 by the Ant i Corrupt ion 

Bureau(for short , ‘ ACB’ ), Eluru Range, Eluru Police Stat ion of West  Godavari 

Dist rict  as Cr.No.17/ RCA-EWG/ 2017 u/ sec.13(2) read with 13(1)(e) of the 

Prevent ion of Corrupt ion Act , 1988(for short , ‘ the Act ’ ).   

         3. The pet it ion f iled to quash said FIR was on 20.02.2018. Another 

Bench of this Court  when the mat ter came for hearing on 28.03.2018 posted 

the mat ter to 04.04.2018 at  request  of the learned Spl.Public Prosecutor 

represent ing the State of Andhra Pradesh for the ACB and again at  request  

of the learned counsel for the pet it ioner to 23.04.2018, 24.04.2018 and on 

01.05.2018 the docket  order with direct ions read as follows:- 

“ The learned Publ ic Prosecut or would submit  t hat  t he invest igat ion is 

at  t he prel iminary st at e. Even f rom t he dat e of  regist rat ion of  t he FIR t i l l  

t he dat e of  f i l ing of  t he count er, t he disproport ionat e asset s have been 

increased and st i l l  t here is a l ikel ihood of  furt her increase in t he asset s.  

            The learned Publ ic Prosecut or is direct ed t o f i le t he st at us report  wit h 

regard t o t he invest igat ion done so far in a sealed cover.”  

It  is thereafter posted to 29.06.2018 and in the meant ime a sealed cover 

was received from the Spl.Public Prosecutor which is kept  in the custody of 

the Regist rar(Judicial) and on 26.10.2018 there was a direct ion to put  up 

the sealed cover for further hearing and at  request  posted to 30.10.2018 

and on 31.10.2018 at  request  posted to 02.11.2018 at  3.30p.m., and on 

02.11.2018, the sealed cover was opened in the Court  and perused the 

contents of the status report  covered by the sealed cover and the 

Regist rar(Judicial) to preserve said sealed cover to submit  on the date of 

further hearing and to hear arguments further, the mat ter was posted to 
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08.11.2018 and on 08.11.2018, it  is observed that  there is no need to 

preserve the sealed cover and learned Public Prosecutor was directed to 

supply a copy of the said addit ional report  to the counsel for the pet it ioner 

to respond further, if  any, and also reply if  any, by kept  the said cover in 

the f ile with report  and posted under same capt ion to 26.11.2018 and again 

to 27.11.2018.  It  was on 27.11.2018, this Court  ordered as follows:- 

 “ Heard bot h sides. In view of  t he st at us report  submit t ed pursuant  t o 

t he direct ion of  anot her Bench of  t his Court , dt .01.05.2018, in a sealed 

cover t hat  was received and a copy already suppl ied t o t he counsel for t he 

pet it ioner/ accused and f i led t wo set s of  addit ional  mat erial  by t he 

pet it ioner/ accused. The learned Spl.Publ ic Prosecut or says it  requires 

verif icat ion t o speak on t he aut hent icit y. 

        The respondent -ACB aut horit ies are direct ed t o submit  a det ailed 

st at us report  wit h reference t o t he same by 11.12.2018. 

        Post ed on 11.12.2018 under t he same capt ion.”  

It  is on 11.12.2018 again at  request  of  the Spl.Public Prosecutor for ACB, 

posted to 15.12.2018 and coming from t ime to t ime and taken up for 

hearing today, dt .20.12.2018.  Further status report  f iled on behalf  of the 

respondent -State represented by the Inspector, ACB, Eluru Range by the 

Spl.Public Prosecutor running in 12 pages with 13 paras.  It  is stated that  

the invest igat ion is st il l in progress and after complet ion a detailed report  

will be forwarded to Government  through Vigilance Commissioner.  

 4. The report  was dated 09.12.2017. In fact , the memorandum 

No.700/ SC.D/ 88-4, Genl.Admn.(SC.D) Dept .,  dt .13.02.1989 speaks regarding 

measures to expedite invest igat ion in ACB Cases and by classif ied in 4 types 

viz: 1) Trap Cases in which the invest igat ion should be completed within 

three months, 2) Assets disproport ionate to Income  in which to complete 

invest igat ion normally within six months and if  could not  be completed for 

any unavoidable reasons, the t ime limit  may be extended upto another 

three months and in no case the invest igat ion should go beyond nine months 
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since the burden of proving his defence rests on the Accused Off icer in view 

of the legal presumpt ions to be raised against  the accused under the Act ,  

and 3) Sanct ion of Prosecut ion and 4) Suspension of Off icers.    

 5. From the above, the outer limit  to complete the invest igat ion in 

disproport ionate assets cases is 9 months from the said circular which is in 

force and referring to the D.O. let ter No.87/ RPC©/ 86 dt .14.06.1988 from 

the Director General, ACB and having regard to the above and from the 

material on record, the crime registered was dt .09.12.2017 and pending for 

more than one year by now without  complet ion of invest igat ion, the 

respondent  authorit ies are directed to complete invest igat ion and f ile f inal 

report  within four months from the date of receipt  of  the order.  

 6. The learned Spl. Public Prosecutor submits that  though the 

circular is binding internal there is a pract ical dif f iculty that  also to be 

considered by the Court  and seeks t ime of nine months to one year. In fact , 

the circular referred supra speaks the t ime of 6 months only and it  could be 

extended to further t ime of three months and even taken for further 

extension by now more than one year is completed. Thereby it  is j ust  to 

grant  only four (4) months t ime for complet ion of invest igat ion.  

 7. Having regard to the above, the Criminal Pet it ion is disposed of by 

left  open from the f inal report  f iled if  any, and if  not  f iled in the limit  

provided supra to move the Court  afresh.  

 Consequent ly, miscellaneous pet it ions if  any, pending, shall stand 
closed.    

 

_________________________                              
Dr. B.SIVA SANKARA RAO J, 

Date:20.12.2018 
Note: Issue copy forthwith. 
b/o.vvr 


