IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 18.12.2018
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE Mrs. JUSTICE PUSHPA SATHYANARAYANA
W.P.No.29634 of 2018

D.Jayaprakash .. Petitioner
Vs.

The Regional Passport Officer,
Regional Passport Office,
Chennai. .. Respondent

PRAYER: The Writ Petition has been filed. Under Article 226 of
the Constitution of India praying to issue a Writ of Mandamus to
direct the | respondent to dispose of the representation dated
13.07.2018 /given by the petitioner.

For Petitioner : Mr.M.Jaikumar

For-Respondent :  Mxr.A.:Murughan,
Central Govt. Standing Counsel

@ RifD HER

The present Writ Petition has been filed for issuance
of a Writ of Mandamus to direct the respondent to dispose of the
petitioner's representation dated 13.07.2018.

2. According to the learned counsel appearing for the
petitioner, the passport of the petitioner was handed over to
the Regional Passport Officer, Kolkata, 1in connected with the
criminal case. Later the same was returned by them and it was
dispatched to the Regional Passport Officer, Chennai. When the
petitioner requested for the return of the passport, it was
informed that the same was kept in the safe custody, as there
was a case pending against the petitioner. ' Therefore, the
petitioner had filed Crl.0.P.No.26154 of 2017 and took direction
from this Court for return of the passport. Accordingly, the
passport was returned to the petitioner.

3. According to the petitioner, the wvalidity of the

passport is 04.12.2026 and due to exhaustion of pages, he has
applied for fresh passport and made a request on 13.07.2018,
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but, the same is yet to be considered by the respondent.

4. The learned counsel appearing for the respondent
would submit that the verification will be done in this regard
as to whether any criminal case is currently pending against the
petitioner and 1f no impediment for issuing a fresh passport,
the same will be done immediately.

5. Considering the submissions made by the learned
counsel appearing for the respondent, the respondent is directed
to verify, consider and issue a new passport, 1if everything is
in order. However, such a exercise shall be completed within a
period of four (4) weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of
this order.

6. With the above directions, this Writ Petition 1is
disposed of. There shall be no order as to costs.
sd/-=

Assistant Registrar

//True Copy//

Sub Assistant Registrar
asi
To
The Regional Passport Officer,
Regional Passport Office,
Chennai.
+2cc to Mr.M.Jaikumar, Advocate, S.R.No. 87845
+lcc to Mr.A.Murughan, Advocate, S.R.No. 88091
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