
 

THE HON'BLE SRI JUSTICE S.V.BHATT 

 

WRIT PETITION No.17830 of 2011   

 

ORDER: 

 

Heard  Sri Hari Sreedhar for petitioner and  the Assistant 

Government Pleader (Panc haya t Ra j) for respondents 1 and  2. 

The 1st respondent through L.Dis.No.3610/ 2002 da ted  

09.12.2002 d irec ted  the Panc haya t Sec reta ry Edurumond i 

Gram Panc haya t to take over the “ PUNT”  from the Irriga tion 

Department as and  when the Department hands over and   

opera te the “ PUNT”  in between Edurumond i and  Nac hugunta  

Villages in ac c ordanc e with G.O.Ms.No.87, PR & RD (Rules), 

da ted  13-03-2000.  The petitioner c la ims to be the Cha ir Person 

of Joint Committee c onstituted  for opera ting  ferry between 

these two villages. The petitioner c ha llenges Communic a tion 

L.Dis.No.2565/ 2007 Pts.2, da ted  01-07-2008 of 1st respondent 

c anc elling  the p roc eed ings da ted  09-12-2002 and  further 

d ivesting  “ PUNT”  and  ferry right from petitioner and  respec tive 

Gram Panc haya ts as illega l, a rb itra ry and  voila tive of 

p rinc ip les of na tura l justic e. 

The petitioner p lac es strong relianc e on Sec tion 57 of the 

Panc haya t Ra j Ac t (for short ‘ the Ac t’ ) and  c ontends tha t 

these rights vest in the Gram Panc haya t as the Ferry is 

opera ted  in between two villages of either side of the river 

banks and  same a rrangement is in p lac e from 2002 till da te.  

Therefore, basing on the report submitted  by the Chief 
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Exec utive Offic er-2nd respondent, c anc elling  

L.Dis.No.3610/ 2002 da ted  09-12-2002 is illega l, a rb itra ry and  

viola tive of the Sc heme.  Petitioner p rays for setting  aside the 

Communic a tion da ted  01-07-2008.  

The Assistant Government Pleader relies upon the stand  

of the respondents as set out in the c ounter a ffidavit, c ontends 

tha t Sec tion 57 of the Ac t has no app lic a tion and  ac c ord ing 

to respondents, “ PUNT”  is used  to c onnec t a  road , whic h 

ultima tely goes to village and , therefore, on p roper verific a tion 

of a ll c irc umstanc es, the p roc eed ing impugned  in the writ 

petition was issued . 

I have perused  the materia l ava ilab le on rec ord  and  

taken note of the respec tive submissions. 

Prima fac ie , this Court is of the view tha t p roc eed ing 

L.Dis.No.2565/ 2007 Pts.2, da ted  01-07-2008 is issued  

ac knowledg ing tha t the Ferry right is enjoyed  by petitioner 

and  on the other hand , no opportunity wha tsoever is g iven to 

petitioner or the respec tive Gram Panc haya ts to exp la in their 

view point on the c irc umstanc e relied  upon by the 2nd 

respondent to exp la in tha t Sec tion 57 of the Ac t has  

app lic a tion and  the “ PUNT”  vests in Gram Panc haya t. 

Therefore, as the basic  fac t is required  to be c onsidered  

and  dec ided  by the 1st respondent, I am sa tisfied  the writ 

petition c an be d isposed  of by trea ting  p roc eed ing 

L.Dis.No.2565/ 2007 Pts.2, da ted  01-07-2008 as show-c ause 
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notic e, the petitioner is g iven six weeks time from the da te of 

rec eip t of a  c opy of this order, to submit exp lana tion and  

therea fter, the 1st respondent is d irec ted  to hear the petitioner, 

Gram Panc haya t and  pass fina l orders on the sub jec t “ PUNT” .   

To avoid  further delay or illega lity, the 2nd respondent is 

d irec ted  to serve p roc eed ings da ted  01-07-2008 on respec tive 

Gram Panc haya ts as well, rec eive exp lana tion, and  dec ide 

the issue and  pass orders in ac c ordanc e with law. 

The writ petition is ordered  as ind ic a ted  above.  No order 

as to c osts.  

Misc ellaneous petitions, if any, pend ing in the writ 

petition, sha ll stand  c losed . 

_____________ 

S. V. BHATT, J 

Dt: 27-03-2017 

Prv 
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