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JUDGMENT:  (per the Hon’ble Smt  Just ice T. Rajani)  

 

 

 The Special Deputy Collector, Land Acquisit ion, Unit -  I ,  T.G.P. 

Kadapa, who is the referr ing officer, filed this appeal im pugning the 

judgm ent  of the I  Addit ional Dist r ict  Judge, Kadapa in LAOP.No.458 of 

2002 dated 26.04.2010 as regards the quantum  of com pensat ion 

granted for t rees. The content ion is that  the learned Judge without  any 

evidence on record with regard to age, yield and other factors, 

pertaining to pom egranate t rees, granted com pensat ion. 

 

2. Som e of the claim ants filed cross-object ions, not  being sat isfied,  

with the said judgm ent  with regard to grant  of Rs.700/ -  for each 

pom egranate t ree instead of Rs.4,000/ - , as claim ed by them .  

The prayer m ade in the cross-object ions is that  at  least  Rs.2,000/ -  for  

each pom egranate t ree ought  to have been granted. 

 

3. At  the hearing, apart  from  subm it t ing oral argum ents,  

learned Governm ent  Pleader for Appeals (AP)  passed on a br ief note 

with various content ions. The st ress, at  the t im e of argum ents,  

was, however, only on certain content ions m ent ioned therein. The said 

content ions can be answered at  the relevant  places of the judgm ent . 

 

4. The acquisit ion was m ade for the purpose of Som asila project  

and the lands, which were acquired, are located in Chenduvoy village 

of At loor Mandal. A draft  not if icat ion was issued under Sect ion 4(1)  of 

the Land Acquisit ion Act , 1894 ( for short  ‘the Act ’)  and after following 

the due procedure, the award was passed. The award was referred,  

on the request  of the claim ants, under Sect ion 18 of the Act  to the civil 

Court  to determ ine appropriate m arket  value of the lands, st ructures 
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and t rees. The reference Court , while answering the reference, 

awarded Rs.700/ -  for each pom egranate t ree. 

 

5. The cross-objectors base their  claim  on the judgm ent  in 

AS.No.3798 of 2000 dated 24.09.2013 by vir tue of which, they say 

that  com pensat ion with respect  to pom egranate t rees therein was 

init ially fixed at  RS.700/ -  per t ree and later enhanced to Rs.2,000/ -  

while reviewing the judgm ent .  

 

6. We are, in fact , relieved of the pains to evolve a form ula to work 

out  a just  figure of com pensat ion for pom egranate t rees, as several 

decisions were m ade in that  regard, when m at ters were referred and 

taken in appeal later on. A Division Bench of this Court  in A.S.No.3798 

of 2000, by referr ing to relevant  case law, has awarded Rs.700/ -  for 

each pom egranate t ree. The said judgm ent  was later reviewed by the 

Bench and Rs.2,000/ -  was awarded per pom egranate t ree. The 

judgm ent  was not  carr ied in appeal further and has thus at tained 

finality. Hence, there need not  be any further t im e lost  in concluding 

that  even in this case the claim ants shall be ent it led to com pensat ion 

of Rs.2,000/ -  per pom egranate t ree. 

 

7. Having arr ived at  a conclusion that  Rs.2,000/ -  per pom egranate 

t ree can be awarded as com pensat ion, now the content ions of the 

learned Governm ent  Pleader with regard to the nature of t rees has to 

be dealt  with.  

 

8. The m ain content ion of the learned Governm ent  Pleader is that  

the reference Court  did not  take into considerat ion the age of the 

pom egranate t rees before awarding com pensat ion. Learned 
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Governm ent  Pleader bases his content ion on the let ter ‘S’  in the 

brackets against  the num ber of t rees m ent ioned in the colum n Trees 

DN and contends that  it  denotes 'saplings' but  he does not  succeed in 

laying any basis for his understanding of the let ter ‘S’ therein to m ean 

sapling. Hence, the content ion of the learned Governm ent  Pleader that  

the pom egranate t rees in the acquired lands are only saplings and that  

Rs.2,000/ -  cannot  be granted for each such sapling is not  sustainable. 

 

9. There is a dispute also with regard to the claim ants, who m ade 

a claim  for com pensat ion for pom egranate t rees, on the basis that  no 

t rees were shown against  the nam es of those claim ants. But , however, 

at  the hearing, a consensus was reached by both sides to the effect  

that  the num ber of t rees (3591)  m ent ioned in the not ificat ion under 

Sect ion 4(1)  of the Act  m ay be adopted as the undisputed figure for 

fix ing com pensat ion. With the above, it  can be concluded that  the 

cross-objectors would be ent it led for com pensat ion @ Rs.2,000/ -   

per pom egranate t ree, for 3591 pom egranate t rees as m ent ioned in 

the not ificat ion.  

 

For the aforem ent ioned reasons, the appeal filed by the State is 

dism issed and the cross-object ions are decreed fix ing com pensat ion at  

Rs.2,000/ -  per pom egranate t ree, in addit ion to all the statutory 

benefits thereon. Paym ent  of different ial Court  fee on com pensat ion at  

Rs.2,000/ -  per pom egranate t ree, shall also be m ade, if not  already 

done. 

_____________________ 

C.V. NAGARJUNA REDDY, J 

 

 

__________ 

T. RAJANI , J 

June     ,  2017/ DSK 


