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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY

CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION NO.  18 OF 2017

Mr. Tanaji Shivaji Kadam ..  Petitioner
V/s

The Minister for Co-operation, Trade & Textile
Industry & Ors. ..  Respondents

Mr. A.Y. Sakhare, Senior Advocate with Mr. Vishwajeet Mohite and 
Mr. Amol Patil for the petitioner.
Mrs. M.P. Thakur, AGP for the State. 
Mr. Vijay Patil with Mr. Dilip Bodake for respondent nos.4 and 5.

                 CORAM:  DR. MANJULA CHELLUR, CJ. & 

          N.M. JAMDAR, J.

         DATE    :  14th SEPTEMBER 2017

P.C.:

The entire grievance of the petitioner seems to be with 

regard to alleged illegalities in the respondent – Co-operative Bank. 

Apparently the allegations are with regard to disbursement of loans 

clandestinely into the account of the person who is managing the 

affairs  of  the bank and so also some irregularities with regard to 

purchase of safe deposit lockers.

2. We  have  gone  through  the  order  dated  7th July  2016 

which  is  in  Marathi,  so   also  translation of  the  same in  English. 

What we notice from this order dated 7th July 2016 under Section 
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154 of the Maharashtra Co-operative Societies Act, 1960 is that there 

is some prima facie opinion with regard to irregularities alleged by 

the petitioner.  We also note that a similar complaint was lodged 

before the Reserve Bank of India who made correspondence with the 

respondent Bank.

3. In the light of the allegations and the details referred to 

in  the order  dated 7th July 1916,  we are of  the opinion that  the 

correct Authority, which can take a final call on the issues raised by 

the  petitioner,  is  the  Reserve  Bank of  India.   Since  the  matter  is 

already before the Reserve Bank of India, it is left open to them to 

take further course of action, if not yet taken.

4. With these observations, the PIL is disposed of.

(N.M. JAMDAR, J.) CHIEF JUSTICE
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