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P.C. :

       The limited prayer made on behalf of the petitioner in this

petition is about the disposal of his application to the District

Magistrate purportedly filed under Rule 4 (5) of the Scheduled

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)

Rules, 1995. Sub Rule 5 of Rule 4 of the said Rules provides that

the District Magistrate or the Sub-Divisional Magistrate may, if

deemed necessary or if so desired by the victims of atrocity

engage an eminent Senior Advocate for conducting cases in the

Special Courts on  payment of such fee as he may consider

appropriate. 

2.  The record discloses that said application has been forwarded
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to the District Magistrate in November 2016 which is yet to be

decided. The trial before the learned Special Court is pending for

want of appointment of the Special Public Prosecutor. The

learned Additional Public Prosecutor states that the application

has been forwarded to the Director of Social Welfare. A bare

reading of Rule 4(5) of the Rules shows that the District

Magistrate or the Sub Judicial Magistrate is the authority to

appoint such a counsel. In any event the application has to be

decided expeditiously, so that the trial can commence. In such

circumstances, we dispose of the petition with a direction to the

respondent no.2 to decide the application, as expeditiously as

possible and within a period of eight weeks form the receipt of

this order. The petition is disposed of in the aforesaid terms.

PRITHVIRAJ K. CHAVAN, J. C. V. BHADANG, J.
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