
HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE S.V.BHATT 

 

C.C. No.1529 OF 2016 

ORDER: 

 
Heard  Mr.V.Ra jagopa l Reddy for petitioners and  

Ms.K.Maha laskhmi hold ing  for Mr.B.Narayana  Reddy for 

respondents. 

 

The petitioners c omp la in willful d isobed ienc e of order da ted  

11.11.2011 in W.P. No.7158 of 2011 and  p ray for appropria te ac tion 

under Sec tions 10 and  12 of the Contempt of Courts Ac t,1971 (for 

short ‘ the Ac t’ ).  Order da ted  11.11.2011 reads as fo llows: 

 “In the circumstances, while declining the Mandamus as 

prayed for, the writ petition is disposed of directing the 

first respondent to consider the application of the 

petitioners for grant of Citizenship in accordance with the 

Citizenship Act,1955 and pass appropriate orders 

expeditiously.  There shall be no order as to costs.” 

 

On 15.07.2016, the instant c ontempt c ase has been filed  

c omp la ining tha t there has been series of c orrespondenc e 

between the respondents and  still the fina lity as d irec ted  by this 

Court through order da ted  11.11.2011 is not a rrived  and  the inac tion 

or not passing any order amounts to willful and  delibera te 

d isobed ienc e of the order of this Court and  the same is punishab le 

under Sec tions 10 and  12 of the Ac t.  

 

Sec tion 20 of the Contempt of Courts Ac t,1971 reads thus: 

“20. Limitation for actions for contempt:- No court 

shall initiate any proceedings of contempt, either on its 

own motion or otherwise, after the expiry of a period of 
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one year from the date on which the contempt is alleged 

to have been committed.” 

 

The order da ted  11.11.2011 d irec ted  c onsidera tion and  

passing appropria te orders exped itiously.  The order has not 

stipula ted  any time limit within whic h the order is required  to be 

passed .  Writ Rule No.21 of Writ Proc eed ings Rules,1977 reads thus: 

“Unless the court otherwise directs, the direction or order 

made or the rule absolute issued by the High Court shall 

be implemented within two months of the receipt of the 

order.” 

 

Ac c ord ing  to Writ Rule 21, if no limit is stipula ted , the 

respondents a re under ob liga tion to ac t within two months from the 

da te of rec eip t of a  c opy of the order. Juxtaposing the 

c irc umstanc es of c ase on hand , the limita tion to pass an order 

would  have been c omp lete by Marc h, 2012.  If a t a ll, the petitioners 

have any grievanc e aga inst the instant inac tion or d isobed ienc e, 

c ontempt c ase ought to have been filed  within one year a t least 

from Marc h, 2012. The limita tion of one year has to be stric tly 

c onsidered  and  interp reted  in c ontempt jurisd ic tion.  

 

Mr.V.Ra jagopa l Reddy lea rned  c ounsel appearing  for 

petitioners c ontends tha t the fac t of the matter is no order is passed  

as on da te, therefore, the d isobed ienc e is c ontinuous and  the 

period  of limita tion of one year need  not stric tly be app lied  to the 

fac t situa tion of the c ase.  The c ontention is merely referred  to be 

rejec ted .  This Court d irec ted  passing an order exped itiously.  By 

app lying  the rigor of Writ Rules, the respondents a re under 
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ob liga tion to pass order in two months.  Onc e it is the c ase of the 

petitioners tha t nothing has happened  within two months, must set 

in motion the c ontempt jurisd ic tion of this Court within one year 

from the last da te of two months period  as per Writ Rules. The 

c ontinuous c ause of ac tion does not a rise in the c ase on hand . 

 

On the ground  tha t instant c ontempt c ase is beyond  the 

period  of limita tion, the c ontempt c ase is d ismissed  leaving it open 

to petitioners to work out remed ies independently by referenc e to 

order da ted  11.11.2011.  No order as to c osts. 

Misc ellaneous petitions pend ing if any sha ll stand  c losed . 

 

 

 

                                                                                       ___________ 

                                                                                        S.V.BHATT,J 

 

Date:26.09.2016 
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